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COVER PICTURE: This rather sombre looking 1927 Rolls-Royce
Phantom was owned by Edward, Prince of Wales. Pic: Bonhams.

See Brian’s article about the cars of our Royal Family on p 35.
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Chairman’s Chat
Braving the elements
A big thank you from everyone involved in our Summer of
Picnics which proved an ideal tonic to overcome post-
pandemic blues.  I think everyone who ventured out found
the experience as well as the venues delightful - and it
goes without saying the company was top-notch.

The final round of our Picnic Parade was in Wiltshire in
the tranquil and extensive grounds of Ashley and Nick’s
home - btw Ashley also double as our new Wiltshire
County Contact.  Our strategy has been not only to venture out but also to
venture out into each of the County areas that make-up the wonderful world of
RREC Wessex Section.

For those who missed out on these genteel but oh-so-British Summer
treats - don’t despair. Our gallant hosts have all agreed to have us back again in
2022. Indeed we’ve published some of the dates already in All Torque and
repeated on the Wessex Section website. So more than enough time to polish
your motor and practice making those scones and delicate finger sandwiches.

Our double feature AGM also came and went in a flash as we’d already
circulated all the reports by e-mail and on the website in advance. So the
business was concluded in record time and the committee duly re-elected.  We
were treated to an update by RREC Board Member Phillip Brooks on Hunt
House Happenings and then settled down to further interesting talks about the
Beaulieu Flying School, WWI & II developments and some early cine-shots of
the Hon Charles Rolls at the ill-fated Bournemouth Flying display. Thank you
Stephen Robson and Gina Antczac.

The last of our scheduled Autumnal activities was a long-awaited tour of the
palatial new Sandhurst premises of leading classic Bentley and Rolls-Royce
dealer Frank Dale & Stepsons on 23rd October. A good turnout of Wessex folk
enjoyed drooling over the hardware and my thanks go to Giles Crickmay and
the whole team at FD&S. Your committee is actively trying to find venues to fill
the Winter schedule but if you have any ideas or better still would like to help us
out by hosting something do let me know. You may very well have an idea
we’ve not thought of or you may have access to somewhere truly wonderful.

Finally, we need a willing volunteer to fill the Hampshire County Contact
vacancy. This is not an onerous committee post - the idea is simply for you to
act as a local contact to our members largely in the New Forest and maybe
conjure-up some events in the locality. Let me know if interested.

Brian
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Misinformation
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False and sometimes deliberately
misleading information is rife.

The most common of these
deceptions is that petrol and diesel
cars will be banned from  2030.  It is,
of course, only
the sale of such
cars new that
will be banned.
 Another
deception
revealed by the
Global Warming
Policy Forum
was the
prediction that
electric vehicle
costs would fall.
The graph they
produced shows
the difference in
retail costs
against the predicted fall.
 Dr Benny Peiser, GWPF director
claims that Parliament was misled
over the cost of decarbonising
transport. It is set to be in the region
of £60,000 per household.
 Of course, we all hope that good
will come out of the COP26 confer-
ence, but it is becoming increasingly
clear that a lot of misinformation has
been put about to hide the real costs.
 Alarmist talk is also misleading.
The ever-vigilant Alliance of British

Drivers reminds us that the Prince of
do-as-I-say-not-as-I-do warned in
2009 that we had only 96 months (8
years) to save the world.  In 2020,
three years after the world ended, he

took an
£82,000
trip to
Davos in a
private jet
to give a
speech on
climate
change.
The ABD
also
questioned
why a jet-
setting
entourage
of 25,000
people

needed to attend COP26.  Perhaps
they have never heard of Zoom, or is
that less attractive?
 So far, no one has questioned
the pollution issues of historic
vehicles going on pleasure rallies.
But be sure it will come, sooner or
later.  Fortunately there are enough
of us to make a loud squeal in protest
if this aspect is ever questioned.

Stuart Bladon
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NOTICE
It is necessary to point out that no liability is assumed by the authors of articles or other content appearing in physical
or electronic publications and other communications from the RREC Wessex Section, or by the Section itself, its
Officers, or the RREC and its Officers, in connection with any actions taken or not taken arising from these
publications and communications.

Wessex member Graham Rhodes
sent us this cutting from The

Times  of 25 September about an
adventurous journey across India in a
1936 Rolls-Royce.  It poses the
question ‘whatever could go wrong?’
The answer is: lots.
 The car was crewed by Rupert
Grey, great grandson of 19th century
prime minister Earl Grey, and his wife
Jan.  They were joined on part of the
journey by Oliver McGarvey who
made a film of the 5,000-mile
adventure, entitled Romantic Road,
soon to be shown in cinemas.
 Numerous breakdowns, a faulty
battery, and the car having to be

driven on to and off a narrow boat to
cross a river, as well as being given a
push by willing helpers were just
some of the problems on the journey.
 The car carried a mass of spare
parts on the roof and bolted to the
chassis, but they still needed to
cadge parts from the fleet of Rolls-
Royces owned by the Maharadja of
Jodhpur.  The journey started and
finished at Bombay  and went as far
as Bangladesh.  At Bangalore the car
had to be transported by truck while
they took the train.

Back at their home in Sussex six
months later it was said to be running
as smoothly and sweetly as ever.
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0121 773 7000
enquiries@bettercarlighting.co.uk

www.bettercarlighting.co.uk

Instrument lights

Tail & brake lights

Headlight bulbs
Flashers
Sidelights

We can supply special conversions to equip
early cars with orange indicators hidden within
the original red rear lights plus white sidelight

bulbs which flash orange.

NEW
Superb PL700
reproduction
headlights
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Headline sponsor

/lancasterins @lancaster_ins
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Why you need good lighting

Some facts of life are
inescapable, and apart from the

usual witticisms, one of them is that
our eyesight does not improve as
we age. Once we pass the age of
30, it’s downhill all the way, with our
eyes needing twice as much
information (light) coming in at 50
for us to see as we did at age 25.
Another fact is that, in recent years,
car lights have become brighter –
much brighter.
      When you put this together with
the final fact I will throw at you, this
means that if we are driving a car
with dim headlights, our eyes will be
“tuned” to that level, so that when a
newer car with headlights three
times as bright comes the other
way, we are temporarily blinded, as
our eyes simply cannot adjust
instantly.  In fact, as we age, the
reaction time extends.
      Fortunately, the development of
LED bulbs and lighting upgrades
offer a solution.  Their greater
efficiency, compared to
incandescent bulbs, means that
they can generate a lot of light while
consuming far less energy.  The
extra light is the obvious benefit, but
we also gain from the efficiency in
other ways too. The low energy
consumption means less heat is
created, and that can help

dashboard and light fittings to avoid
the “cooking” effect that so often
afflicts parts of older cars.  Wiring
does not get warmed up and cooled
down, so the insulation does not
crack and fall off.  Switches don’t
suffer burnt contacts, and the
friction between the pulley and the
fanbelt on dynamos and alternators
is so greatly reduced, that the belt
doesn’t glaze and eventually crack
and break.
      To a lighting designer like me,
they also offer completely new ways
to approach old problems. For
example, in a conventional dual
headlight arrangement, twin
filament bulbs are used, with the
smaller one creating a dipped beam
to allow us to see what is happening
immediately in front of the car. All of
this is vital information, but we lose
it when we select high beam, in
order to see into the distance.  We
can’t have both filaments on at the
same time as the heat generated
would be so great as to destroy the
bulb in a short time.  Using LED
technology though, we can design-
out this shortcoming, so that when
we select high beam, instead of
swapping over, it can come on as
well, rather than instead.
     Another problem with twin

filament bulbs is that they scatter
their light in all directions, and this
has made necessary some very

Lighten our darkness
By Gill Keane, the 4Sight Lighting Co.
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clever lens and reflector designs over
the years, some more successful than
others.
        Because surface mounted LEDs
emit their light in a very predictable
way, we can design replacement bulbs
to work with the lens and reflector
combination to produce good results
and, when done properly, with no
scatter or glare.  With a little extra
work, we can also produce light in a
shade of white that looks “right” for the
age of the car.
       On early cars, we can use a
mixture of LED bulb design and simple

electronics to allow an early car to
have a red tail and brake light, but
which flashes orange when indicating,
so that the car can enjoy both brighter
lights and also indicators which will be
understood by other motorists, and
everything will look totally standard,
and for those who crave originality, can
be easily reversed.
      I and others are continuously
working to improve solutions for car
lighting problems. The technology is
advancing so quickly that we can now
design upgrades that would have been
impossible a few years ago.  Using

Main beam
with dipped
beam also
alight showing
to the left.  This
is possible by
LED allowing
both filaments
in use at the
same time
instead of
swapping over

these advances will mean that those of
us that love older cars, not as static
museum pieces, but as living, usable
wonders of engineering, can drive
them in a way that is safer, both for us
and for other road users. If we do it
well,

Left: Austin Healey converted to DRN
(day running lights) as required in
many countries

Contd overleaf
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Lighting Contd

Turning to indicators
Slowing down and then changing
direction is one of the most dangerous
manoeuvres any motorist can
undertake. The risks are vastly
reduced if other road users can tell to
which direction you are heading. Since
the earliest hand signals were
devised, this importance has been
recognised and that has saved
countless lives.

Over the years, the methods of
achieving this have changed and older
methods have fallen into obscurity and
fail to be recognised.   If you drive a
car that used semaphore signalling, or
indicators that flashed a colour other
than orange, it simply does not
register with road users.

Technology can help
Anyone with a love for older cars will
be loath to do anything that changes
the appearance or character, and
bolting-on orange indicators at the
corners is unlikely to improve the
original design. Instead, now that the
world of electronics has come to our
aid, we can be a little more intelligent
and subtle.

If we take semaphore signalling as
an example, they are attractive

features, but of little use as indicators.
However, if we simply change the
standard festoon bulb for a self-
flashing, double-sided orange LED
one, they become as visible as the
side-repeaters on modern cars,

Some cars had front sidelights
which flashed white when signalling.
Some had no indicators on the front.
In either case, it is relatively simple to
install dual warm white/orange LED
bulbs to do both the jobs of the front
sidelight and to flash orange, to
effectively and understandably signal
your intentions of all, nothing looks
different from outside. Likewise at the
rear, some cars had no indicators, and
some double-used the brake light on
one side to flash bright red, which
meant something in 1950 but now is
not understood. Today, we can use a
system of special LED bulbs which are
red (and very bright) for tail and brake
lights, but, with the help of a small
control unit, flash bright orange
through the original red lens when
signalling. Again, from outside, nothing
shows. If it’s so easy, why doesn’t
everyone do it?

The answer to that one is that it is
easy, but only if you know how to do it,
and how to avoid the many pitfalls that
await the unwary. First of all, LED
flasher bulbs draw only about 10 per
cent as much power as the original
filament bulbs but that means that the
original flasher relay will not work with
them.  Further, although a heavy-draw
filament bulb will often ‘pull’ electrical

Left: Jaguar XK120 converted to
amber indicators in the sidelamps
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The Leading Online

Instrument lights

Tail & brake lights

energy across quite dirty contacts,
LED bulbs can’t do that. They need
good connections at every link in the
energy chain. Both points are easily
overcome, but you need to be aware
of them. In most cases, electronic
“LED-friendly” versions of your flasher
relay will be available, but being
electronic, these will have no moving
parts and will be silent, so the required
audible warning will be a separate unit.

Where there is not an appropriate
matching electronic version of the
flasher relay, there are special LED
bulbs designed to work with the
original relay, and this can be a good
solution where you also have hazard
warning lights, which have their own
relay.

Another trap that confuses people
is when the car has one light on the
dash, shared between left and right
flashers as a visual display. This is
possible because the car maker has
used a little known property of
standard car “common earth” wiring.
That is that every live wire becomes
an earth when the power is taken
away. This is because one end goes
to earth via a bulb or other device. So
they have two wires going to the dash
bulb, and whichever way you indicate,
one will be live and one earth. This is
called polarity reversal, and is fine on
filament bulbs, but LED ones cannot
cope with it.

Again, the solution is quick and
easy, when you know how. A simple
3-legged device called a diode bridge
is used. The bulb has one of its two
wires put to a good earth and the other
goes to the output from the diode
bridge, and the other two diode wires

go to left and right flasher lives. Then
the power can come from either side
to the top, but cannot cross over and
confuse the electronics. Five minutes
of your time and it’s fixed.

Can I get advice?
Most companies that supply lighting
upgrades will have someone who is
well-versed on the ins and outs of
upgrading, although not all have a
good understanding of what is needed
when upgrading to LED. Those ones
can be misleading, because they will
seek to hide their ignorance by telling
you that it can’t be done. The people
who designed your car were at the
cutting edge of their time and pushed
boundaries.  If we try to continue to
use old cars in modern conditions with
no concessions to improving road
safety, they will be legislated off the
road, and will then survive only as
mostly static displays in museums, or
on film. That would be a tragedy.

Gil Keane,
The 4Sight Lighting Co.

Above: Electronic kit to produce the
authentic flasher sound for
indicators  converted to LED
Next edition will feature Gil’s
advice about instrument lighting
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● SPECIALISING IN POST-WAR
MODELS

TO PRESENT DAY
● ESTABLISHED IN 1983
● EASY ACCESS TO OUR
WORKSHOPS

FROM M5 AND A30
● SALES / SERVICE / PARTS
● COURTESY CAR / COLLECTION
AND

DELIVERY AVAILABLE
● ALL VEHICLES STORED INSIDE

OVERNIGHT
● VISIT THE WEBSITE TO VIEW
OUR



                     Contd overleaf

Brian Palmer drove a 1935 3½-litre
Bentley of considerable distinction

During the 1930s there was quite a
vogue for cars with streamlined

or aerodyne bodywork. Mainstream
sporty marques like Riley or Triumph
featured models that looked sleek
and speedy even if they’d been
nowhere near a wind tunnel or had
boffins with clip-boards crawling all
over them looking for things to
smooth out. It was all about style.

Bentley on the other hand had
traditionally built leviathans with all
the wind-cheating ability of your
average brick-built cowshed - and if
there was an urgent need to go faster
WO tended to bolt-on a few extra
litres. By the time that Rolls-Royce

acquired the interests of the
Cricklewood firm they decided that
the Le Mans-winning sports marque
was going all suave and sophisticated
- much like the market itself.

So with this in mind it was not
surprising that various coachbuilders
jumped onto the bandwagon for
extravert styling that exemplified the
nation’s fascination with speed and
modernity. And for those with the
wherewithal to indulge their fantasies
the motoring world  was their oyster.

I guess that His Highness Hadiq
Mohammad Khan V, Nawab of
Bahawalpur (in modern-day terms
Pakistan), probably fitted seamlessly
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The Nawab of Bawalpur’s Barker-bodied Bentley 3½-litre, finished
originally in silver and black, was dark blue and black when driven
by Chairman Brian Palmer for Classic Cars magazine

so he commissioned Barker, one of
England’s premier coachbuilders, to
fashion onto his brand new Bentley
3½-litre chassis a suitably sleek and
streamlined vision of loveliness - a
masterpiece in metal.

It was finally delivered to him on
17th January 1936 in India for his
delectation, but later returned to the
UK where it was kept at the Rolls-
Royce Hythe Road, London depot in
tip-top condition in readiness for any
potential visit by the potentate to
these shores.

Back in 1987 I ventured out to
P&A Wood’s famed Essex emporium
to view this fantastic Bentley which
was then for sale after a considerable
restoration, and later to drive it.
Anyone who has missed out on
driving a Derby Bentley really should
experience what a delightful
confection Rolls-Royce achieved with

their race-bred purchase.  Not only
did they cleverly reinvent the Bentley
marque but they considerably
enlarged their own overall market
share and sales in the process.

The chassis was derived from a
still-born baby Rolls-Royce code-
named Peregrine and the engine
from their 20/25 six-cylinder unit but
given a new cross-flow cylinder head
for better breathing and twin SU
carburettors.  A hypoid back axle was
also a first on a Rolls-Royce product
and with lightweight tourer bodywork
the new Bentley was good for 90
mph.

Like the Royce 20/25, however,
Bentley owners kept insisting on
more and more lavish coachwork and
accoutrements, so the engine
capacity on both was increased to
keep up with a certain middle-age

Nawab Bentley Contd



spread  which probably echoed that
of the people paying the bills.

I must say that Barker’s version
of sleek modernity was a delight to
the eye - and a similar car was
constructed for the Marquis de
Portago.  Back then the body was
in a natty shade of dark blue with
black wings which nicely offset the
liberal use of shiny brightwork.
There are also postwar
photographs of the car with a
lighter main body and dark wings
keeping company with a 1940s
Jaguar in similar livery.

This two-door car is really a
one-door car for the owner unless
he or she is an elfin creature who
can insinuate themselves past the
right-handed brake and gear lever.
And once seated I found myself
staring at the cloth covered sun
vizor and having to peer under the
windscreen top rail - something
that is for me a maddening
inconvenience in many an
otherwise desirable highly styled
closed pre-war car.

Fortunately headroom was
perfectly adequate and the car far
more pleasant to drive with the sun
roof open to let in sun and air. The
front seats offered little lateral
support, but tilted forward helpfully
to allow friends into the rear
compartment.  I’m guessing that
the Bentley driver seldom had
other drivers crowding his rear
view mirror so that it was just as
well that rearward vision was

severely truncated by the
fashionably falling roofline.

The Bentley’s wizard
restoration made the car feel as
close to brand new as was
possible to impart in a 50- year old
car.  It had that ‘all-of-a-piece’ feel
with no rattles emanating from the
coachwork.  The engine was sweet
and powerful and linked to a
wonderful gearbox that is a delight
to use in order to shift those
supremely well-oiled cogs.  The
all-mechanical brakes retarded the
Bentley whenever required without
drama or fuss.

The instruments with black
dials and white markings and
needles were a model of clarity
and set within a polished wooden
altarpiece of which Thomas
Chippendale might have been
proud. The bottom-hinged boot lid
could be left down to
accommodate more luggage while
the fuel filler is cleverly arranged
inside the boot to avoid petrol
pilferage when the car ventures
beyond its natural Mayfair
environs.

I was extremely sad to return
this princely conveyance to its
keepers as, wherever it went, the
sleek Derby Bentley with its artfully
honed Barker coachwork still had
the capacity to turn heads many
years later.

Brian Palmer
15              Torque Dec 2021 Jan-Feb 2022
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Reporr by Simon
Crofts
Left: Arrivals
gather outside
the new premises

As 2021 draws to a close, we and
other Section members gathered

at the ‘interim’ premises of Frank Dale
& Stepsons near Sandhurst on what
was a dry but very cold day.  Being
accessible from M3, I chose to travel
by modern car arriving in time for the
11 am start.
      It was good to meet up with
Vincent Roma (the Workshop
Manager)  with whom I had had some
work done on my 20/25 way back in
2003 at the former Harlequin Avenue
premises shortly after I took on
ownership.
      Apparently workshop activity at
the 14000 square foot workshop at
the current Tuscam Trade Park site
has continued apace despite all the
trials of the pandemic.
      After a brief introduction of the
present team of Giles and Emma
Crickmay and Greg Mornington-West
to whom we give our thanks for their
hospitality, we were left to inspect the

cars presently in the workshop, and a
large variety of cars outside and in
the surrounding area in which
members had arrived.
       For Wessex Section it was also
enjoyable to see our committee well
represented by Brian Palmer, Stuart
Bladon, Michael Dant and myself.
It is of course important that the
necessary technical knowledge to
support the continued use of our cars
whatever age they are, is passed
down from generation to generation
along with the necessary engineering
skills to make new replacement parts.
It will be fascinating to review facilities
as they develop over the coming
years.
     Coffee, tea and a variety of cakes
were provided, and a list of
recommended pubs in the area
served for those wanting lunch.

Simon Crofts
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Joint Visit to Frank Dale & Stepsons
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The Great Wiltshire Picnic
 special report via BP (not the fuel company)

Various travails have sought
to hinder Wessex Section

events this season, yet despite
the chaos of panic-stricken
motorists sensing petrol
rationing not seen since the
Suez crisis our doughty
picnickers are fortunately made
of sterner stuff.

So on Saturday 25th
September enthusiastic RREC
members were ready to party
again al fresco in the beautiful
Wiltshire grounds of our hosts
Ashley and Nick - a new venue
that delighted our merry throng.
Fortunately, the recent erratic
British weather also organised
itself to be unusually balmy for
the time of year.

We were more than
delighted to welcome Valerie
Smallwood, Vice Chair from the
neighbouring Great Western
Section and Mark and Lewis
from Bristol arrived in their
handsome Hooper-bodied
20/25. Tom and Roz Cunliffe
arrived in their distinctive
Bentley Mk VI with a striking
semi-razor edge Freestone &
Webb body.  It was good to see
them on dry land at this time of
year and word has it that their
Sat Nav uses nautical terms to
assist their progress.

Anthony and Mary Spender
arrived suitably open-topped in
their delicious red Bentley
Continental although they

A great
gatherng
for our
last open
air picnic
before
descent
into
winter
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probably had little extended
opportunity to unleash the
mighty horsepower lurking
beneath the sleekly tapering
bonnet.

Nigel Bechelet in his
Silver Spirit, which he has
owned for four years, also
gamely appeared and
probably now holds the
record for his attendance at
our sequence of summer
sandwich settings.  Well
done, Sir.

Tony Lowther was also
most welcome in his sleek
Silver Shadow. And it was
great to see Andrew and
Tarnia Roan again in their
splendid Rippon-bodied
20/25 coupé now hopefully
relieved of recent gremlins.

With a leisurely luncheon
dispensed, some of our
members gamely went for a
gentle stroll around the
extensive landscaped
gardens that Ashley and Nick
have lovingly developed over
the years.  Things worked out
so well that they have offered
us another outing next year -
we’ll let you all know the date
in due course.

Thank you guys. See you
then.

If anyone else would like
to host something equally
magical or they have ideas or
access to special venues
we’ve not been to before
please let our Chairman
Brian Palmer know.

Left: Anthony and Mary Spender’s elegant Bentley Continental, and
(right) the Hooper bodied Rolls-Royce 20/25 of Mark and Lewis
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2001 BENTLEY ARNAGE RED LABEL Only 31,000 Miles. Finished in Stunning Black Sapphire with Magnolia Interior Piped
in French Navy and matching French Navy Carpeting. Fitted with Satellite Navigation. Front and Rear parking sensors, Picnic tables
to rear of front seats, Rear 1/4 Badges and Lamb’s Wool Over Rugs. Exceptional Condition Throughout £29,950

2006 BENTLEY
CONTINENTAL FLYING
SPUR
Finished in Dark Sapphire
Blue with Nautic Blue Interior,
Burr Walnut Veneers
including veneer Waist Rails,
Satellite Navigation,20” Alloy
Wheels, Fantastic Condition
only 39,000 miles £21,500
2004 BENTLEY
CONTINENTAL GT
Finished in Metallic Moonbeam
Silver with Main Hide in Saffron
and Secondary Hide in Nautic,
Optional Extra Dark Stained
Burr Walnut Veneer, 20"
Mulliner Split Rim Alloy Wheels.
55,000 miles £21,950

1998 BENTLEY
BROOKLANDS R
MULLINER LWB Finished
in stunning Peacock Blue with
Magnolia interior and dark
blue carpeting piped in
magnolia. This Bentley is a
final limited-edition car,
number 18 of 100 ever built.
Only 35,000 Miles £29,950

1974 BENTLEY T1
Finished in Walnut over Silver
Sand with Beige interior. White
wall tyres Only 109,000
recorded miles. Only 1,700
Bentley T1 saloons were
made. Immaculate condition
throughout £15,950

http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/CONTINENTAL-R/AETV77413976
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV77413976');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/AZURE/AETV81975312
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV81975312');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/S3/AETV41710915
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV41710915');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/ARNAGE/AETV23781963
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV23781963');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/CONTINENTAL-R/AETV91811180
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV91811180');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/CONTINENTAL-GT/AETV66227952
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV66227952');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/CONTINENTAL-GT/AETV67444798
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV67444798');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/BROOKLANDS/AETV45862430
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV45862430');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/T-SERIES/AETV40416641
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV40416641');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/PHANTOM-DROPHEAD/AETV90691233
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV90691233');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/CORNICHE-CONVERTIBLE/AETV84004753
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV84004753');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/SILVER-SPUR/AETV62276914
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2013 ROLLS-ROYCE GHOST £89,950
Finished in Stunning Metallic Black Paint with Sea Shell Interior, Beautiful Veneer Woodwork throughout the
vehicle, Sunroof, Heads Up Display, Rear TV Screen Infotainment, Courtesy closing on rear doors, Xenon
headlights + automatic levelling and power wash, Electric heated front/rear comfort seats, Rear bench seat,
Mono leather upholstery, Touch release/power closing luggage compartment lid, Dynamic cruise control with
brake function, Park distance control, Rolls-Royce Assist Telematics Services, Satellite navigation with 10.2"
widescreen display + 12.5GB hard disc drive, Systems with voice recognition, Vehicle information centre,
Bluetooth phone integration system, 16 speakers, Auxiliary input socket, CD/DVD player, DAB Digital radio,
Premium audio system, USB interface, 21" Carbon Fibre Black Badge Wheels. 72,000 miles.
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Everett Jones tells us about his sleeping
beauty 1934 Vanden Plas Bentley 3.5-litre

Den Haggerstone, the
previous owner, had been

known to me since about
1976 but it would take many
years to be even offered a
glimpse of his car through a
window of the garage, its
resting place since about
1968.

Sadly Den died, then
eventually, his widow Mimi
offered me the car and  the
picture shows it still
slumbering in its resting place
early in 1999.

The car was recovered
home and after about six
months I tackled some
necessary work which
involved unseizing the engine
and re-plating a small amount

of chrome trim.  More
importantly, a new fuel tank
was made by a good friend
identical to the original in
appearance.   We then used
the car for our wedding day.

Now I could write a book
of events but that will happen
later - what has been
unearthed about this car is
truly amazing aside from
being a one off and beautifully
crafted Vanden Plas Derby
Bentley as, hopefully, the
pictures demonstrate.

Her build sheet, of which I
have a copy, states all the first
owner's requirements which
makes her like she is. This car
has some truly amazing
history from past owners -  the

MEMBERS’
MOTORS
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second one in particular and  all
will be revealed later. There is
already an article being
published in the BDC club
magazine in December and they
helped me reclaim its original
registration number this year,
after a mere 70 years.  My
Derby is apparently the cover
photo so they must like her very
much.

I am still pinching myself
about a full entry in Neil Fraser's
next book Bentley Beauty 2
which will include an article
about this Derby and will be well
worth purchasing. This is a big
update on the earlier publication
which will include a lot more
about original Derby owners and
body types. including some

famous owners. If the first book
is anything to go by this one will
be a true gem.

I am almost ashamed it has
taken 22 years of owning this
car to reach this position in the
last six months having had a
total knee replacement in
January and another three
weeks ago, to now realise what
I have had tucked away in the
garage all this time.  But wow
what a way to break out for
retirement and help me get
mobile again.

The Bentley serving as wedding day transport for Everett and bride
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Worldwide suppliers of parts for
Rolls-Royce & Bentley Motor Cars

Tel: +44 (0) 1455 292949
Email: sales@flyingspares.co.uk

www.flyingspares.com
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Brian Palmer recalls an
exclusive interview in
1985 with Amherst Villiers
about his fascinating life

Of all of the interesting people that
I’ve met in connection with our

love of old cars I can think of nobody
who could rival Charles Amherst
Villiers. This fascinating man was born
in London on the 9th December 1900.
This fact makes him a Victorian but
his outlook on life was very much of
the 20th Century.

A summary would announce him
as an automotive, aeronautical and

astronautical engineer which was an
unusual enough career for anyone but
the more so, perhaps, given his family
background - and into this somewhat
rarified mix he later became a noted
portrait painter in New York.  His
paintings of friend and author Ian
(James Bond) Fleming and racing
driver Graham Hill hang in London’s
National Portrait Gallery.

Amherst Villiers’ father was a
Liberal MP and clergyman but his
mother was the daughter of Ivor
Guest, 1st Baron Wimborne, who
was perhaps better known as a scion
of a Welsh steelworks that was later
absorbed into the industrial and
engineering conglomerate Guest,
Keen and Nettlefold (GKN). And
within this familial group Winston
Churchill was Amherst’s first cousin.

He was educated at Oundle
which operated a suitably liberal
regime. He was told that he didn’t
have to learn Latin or Greek, or even
mathematics and whatever he chose
to do the school would back him up
and provide the resources. Lest he
should think this was a clever route
out of academia, however, he was
warned that he would be expected to

                Contd overleaf
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Amherst Villiers interview Contd

work ten times as hard in his chosen
field.

Villiers was, unsurprisingly, the
only boy to take up this double-edged
offer. He’d noticed a Curtis OX V8
aeroplane engine in the science block
bearing the legend ‘Do Not Touch.’
Amherst not only wanted to touch it
but to dismantle it and make it run.
Amazingly, the school not only allowed
this but built him a special shed to do
so on their hallowed cricket ground.

These diversions took place
against the background of the First
World War so when it was time for him
to leave he said he wanted to be
involved with the Royal Flying Corps.
Oundle gained him a place at the
Royal Aircraft Factory at Farnborough
no less.  And fortune must have been
smiling on him as he was assigned, as
a special apprentice, to work in K4 the
experimental division. Here he came
into contact with the BR1 and BR2
rotary engines of one Walter Owen
Bentley.

His hoped for career in the RFC
was inconveniently terminated by the
Armistice so he was redirected to
Cambridge. Despite having leading
scientists like Lord Rutherford
lecturing, Villiers was much more
interested in engine development than
atomic theory.  His family must have
wondered quite what to do with this
errant son but an uncle arranged for
him to join WG Armstrong Whitworh &
Co one of the country’s top
engineering firms.

Villiers was dispatched to Norway
to study hydraulic turbines which,
again, didn’t entirely gel with young

Amherst. So he resigned.  Family
aghast. Villiers at a loose end. Fate
intervened as, at Oundle and again at
Cambridge, our hero was chums with
one Raymond Mays - a petrolhead like
himself.

Mays let him know that he was not
getting enough power out of a Brescia
Bugatti he was campaigning in hill
climbs. So AV offered to look at it.
Amherst was amazed that the little
car’s engine revved beautifully and
then stopped. So he sent off to Terry’s
for 50% stronger valve springs. This
time the engine revved to 5,500 rpm
before finally stretching the inlet
valves.

Villiers said that engineers at the
time thought in purely mechanical
terms about valves, springs and
camshafts but Amherst decided that
there was more science in the timing
element and the profiles of the
camshafts. His homemade modified
version achieved over 7000 rpm.

Mays took fastest climb of the day
at the 1923 Shelsley Walsh event
beating everyone including Malcolm
Campbell’s six-cylinder Indianapolis
Sunbeam - the first time that a 1½-litre
car had won. The news reached Le
Patron himself and Mays, Villiers and
the modified Brescia were summoned
to the Molsheim factory where a deal
was struck that they would study his
methods. Villiers said, “Considering I
was only a kid coming over to his
factory, Bugatti took it remarkably
well.”

Brian’s interview with Amherst
Villiers will be concluded in the next
edition of Torque
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IVOR BLEANEY
OF THE  NEW FORESTT

Please visit www.ivorbleaneyclassiccars.co.uk for further details and photos
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Established over 50 years
Tel: 01794 390895         E-mail: ivorbleaney@msn.com

We wish all our customers a Happy Christmas

Simply Magnificent
1923 Rolls-Royce 20hp Landaulette
Coachwork by Hooper. Awarded first
place at the 2019 Rolls-Royce National
Rally. Her interior and exterior are
totally original and in outstanding
condition.  Mechanically she has been
maintained regardless of cost with
everything done by Rolls-Royce
experts.  She drives superbly and  has

extensive history files.  In present ownership for past ten years.  Recent work
includes complete rewire.  Original dictograph in perfect working condition.
New Blockley tyres fitted    WAS £59,500 NOW £54,500

Really Stunning
1954 Bentley R-Type Automatic

4½-litre full flow big bore.  Finished in
Tudor over Shell with red leather piped in
cream.  Matching carpets. Totally restored
15 years ago with new interior, bare metal
respray; all rechromed.  Total mechankical
overhaul. All small and large tools. Superb
example, well above the normal.

WAS £39,950 NOW £37,500

Exceptional
1936 Rolls-Royce 25/30 Sports saloon
Coachwork by Thrupp and Maberly.
Fitted sunroof.  Engine totally rebuilt
2007. Bare metal respray 2020. Lovely
interior in beautiful condition.   Exten-
sive history file.  Drives superbly,
ready to be used and enjoyed.
WAS £44,500 NOW £41,750
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“24th August.”  That’s yesterday.  It
was the one thing I had forgotten in all
the preparations for what was to be a
memorable celebration of our 10th

wedding anniversary.  All in secret I
had arranged the Channel crossing,

the safe custody of children and dog
for four days, and by pure coincidence
the latest version of the Rolls-Royce
Silver Shadow was coming in for
Road Test at just the right time.  But
the passport with her new name had

We were well down M2 towards Dover
when the thought occurred to me and

I asked my wife when her passport expired.
She fished it out of her handbag and said

“We’ll find another way
across the border”

On the dockside at Calais after being given a cheery welcome at customs

Stuart Bladon offers apologies
to anyone who has read this
narrative before in his book
No Speed Limit



       Concluded overleaf
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In some parts the trees were quite far
apart and I reckoned I could drive the
Silver Shadow through, into Germany

been handed to Jennetta by the vicar
after the wedding ceremony.
 “Well, we can’t do anything about
it now,” I said; “and I don’t think they
will notice.”  But they did, and at the
border from France into Belgium I had
to explain that it was an anniversary
celebration.  The passports were
handed back and we were told that it
was romantique. Much the same
reaction came when we crossed from
Belgium into Holland, so all was going
well and we drove up to Amsterdam
were we took a fascinating boat tour
having left the Shadow right on the
edge of one of the canals with the
front end towering over the tourist
boats passing underneath.
            After a night in Amsterdam we
were up early and took advantage of
a little used Dutch motorway to knock

off the required high speed
acceleration tests, everything
above 70 mph, and the maximum
speed runs.  The Silver Shadow
acquitted itself well, returning an
average of runs in opposite
directions at 117 mph.  These were
happy days before Holland
introduced absurdly low motorway
speed limits.

Having talked our way through
frontier posts with the out-of-date
passport we were unprepared for
the hiatus at the German border.
“Komm mit ” said the official and
led the way up to the roadside
office, where I heard him telling the
senior officer of this terrible
problem of the British with an
expired passport.

“Sprecht er Deutsch?” (Does
he speak German?) came from the
inner office, and I heard the reply:
“Ja, aber schlecht” (Yes, but
badly).
        At this I piped up from the
outer office: “Aber nicht so schlecht
dass er nicht verstehen kann.” (But
not so badly that he can’t
understand).
        Davey Crocket, king of the
wild frontier, then emerged from his
lair and began a long tirade about
what a terrible crime it was to travel
with an out-of-date passport.
Wondering what the hold-up was,
Jennetta then joined us, and the
official turned to her and, switching
to English, said: “You will be
stateless.   No country will have
you.  Your wife (he meant husband
but muddled his genders) must go
to the Consul in Düsseldorf and get
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Silver Shadow concluded

a new passport.”
           We walked back to the car

and out of earshot I said: “I’m not
going to Düsseldorf. That’s ridiculous.
We’ll find another way across the
border.”
         I did a U-turn with the Silver
Shadow and took the first small
junction to the right, but all the way
there was a substantial fence
guarding the border zone.  After a
while the fence ended and gave way
to a small wood.  Looking at the space
between the trees, I reckoned that we
could drive the car through the wood,
and we very nearly succeeded but at
one point there was a substantial
branch blocking the way, and it was
too heavy to lift.  If the car had been
six inches lower we could have made
it, and it was very frustrating as we
could see people and the occasional
car passing on the German side.
         “Well, you’ll have to walk
through and I’ll bring the car round
and pick you up,” I said.  But it was
easier said than done as the layout of
roads on the German side was quite
different   Eventually there she was,

walking along and looking just a little
bit glum.
         Reunited, I wondered if I was
the first person who had ever
attempted to drive a Rolls-Royce
through a wood.  We had a lovely
drive along the south side of the
Rhine and stopped for the night at a
pleasant hotel at Bad Breisig.   We
crossed back into Holland on the
Autobahn where for the first time the
obsolete passport escaped notice.
We had a magnificent dinner at my
favourite restaurant, the De Ridderhof
at Maasluis, before driving to the
Hook and taking the night ferry
laughingly called the ‘Harwichboot’.
         A few days later I took the Silver
Shadow up to MIRA to complete the
remaining figures needed for the
Road Test, accompanied by colleague
Warren Allport who has always been
a Rolls-Royce enthusiast and is a
member of the Wessex section.  The
Silver Shadow again did well in the
tests, returning a very creditable (in
1972) time of 18.2 sec to go from rest
to 80 mph, and the fuel consumption
for the whole test was 12.4 mpg.

Stuart Bladon

Rolls-Royce enthusiast Warren Allport
assisted on the Road Test of the Silver
Shadow and is seen here attaching the
fifth wheel which was always used to
drive a dead accurate speedometer. In
the days before electronics took over
this was an essential part of the
equipment used for Road Tests
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Two new
books

reviewed by
Brian Palmer

Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow/Bentley
T-Series, Camargue & Corniche by
Malcolm Bobbitt - Revised and
Enlarged 4th Edition ISBN 978-1-
787111-37-0 Published by Veloce
£35

Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit & Silver
Spur, Bentley Mulsanne, Eight,
Continental, Brooklands &
Azure  by Malcolm Bobbitt -
Updated and enlarged Second
Edition ISBN 978-1-787110-96-0
published by Veloce £35

It’s Hooray for Veloce rather than
Hollywood as these two revised and

updated editions by Malcolm Bobbitt
will be eagerly awaited by enthusiasts
of these two marques.

They account for more high-end
purchases of classic cars and the
fulfilment of many an owner’s dream.
Yet as expensive and complicated
purchases, making the right choice is
essential to avoid that dream
becoming a bank-breaking nightmare.

Malcolm Bobbitt is a seasoned
and careful author well able to guide
us through the tortuous development
process and complicated model
details. Aficionados consider this final
series of models from the venerable
Crewe factory to be the finest built and
the very last real versions of  two
prestige British marques.

It is hard now to remind ourselves
just how revolutionary the Shadow and
T-Series were when introduced to the

marque’s main agents in the last
quarter of 1965. Their reaction was
mixed  because the new car was
about as radically different as could be
imagined.

This huge luxury car was of
monocoque construction which was
enough to set alarm bells ringing
within the ranks of the ultra
conservative. Yet this had been on the
cards since the mid-1950s as the
death knell of the independent
coachbuilders had sounded long ago.

Without a chassis, the company
was able to offer a car with almost
shockingly horizontal lines. Would
customers accept being quite so on
display to drivers of passing Minis?
And how would Brits take to a magic
carpet ride that had been so carefully
and expensively contrived to appeal to
transatlantic customers?
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. Was there ever any doubt that this
car, so painstakingly developed, was
going to be the best selling model
ever?

Bobbitt’s second chronicle moves
us forward in time to the point when
some were uttering the unthinkable that
perhaps the Shadow was looking a little
old hat and needed updating. The
Silver Spirit arrived in the Autumn of
1980 and proved popular in lending the
car a new and undeniable presence.
The Bentley Mulsanne was equally
handsome.

Hitherto the Bentley brand had
been overshadowed by sales of Rolls-
Royce to the point of extinction. Yet
plans were afoot to boost the Bentley
marque, especially in Europe. When
the Mulsanne Turbo was announced in
1982, the marketing men trumpeted the
car as a true descendant of the cars

that once thundered around the Sarthe
circuit.

A Bentley Eight also emerged with
stiffened front springs, a mesh grille
and simplified furnishings  to
underscore, perhaps, that new
Bentleys had an inherent sportiness
that a Rolls-Royce never would. In
1985 the Bentley Turbo R arrived
courtesy of new Chief engineer Mike
Dunn fresh from Ford. The R stood for
roadholding and Bentley was back in
business again with sales to match.

The SZ Series of cars spawned a
confusing lineage of model
names.Thank goodness that author
Malcolm Bobbitt is on hand to guide us
through the profligate nomenclature.

Highly recommended.

New book reviews Contd

ADVT
Car Storage in Purbeck
The storage units are in the village of East Stoke just off the A352 only 4
miles West Wareham, and
within easy
distance of Weymouth,
Dorchester. Access is very
easy with a large concrete
area for turning vans or lorries.
All units have strip lighting and
electric sockets if needed,
with the electric usage being
metered.
Please contact us for
terms and rates:
Purbeck Self Storage
Telephone 07836 369969
www.purbeckselfstorage.co.uk
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Wheels of the Royals
Brian Palmer on the cars used
by the British Royal Family

Expensive cars have always been the
playthings of the rich. None more so

than the playboy Prince of Wales, later
King Edward VII, who glamorised the
motor car in much the same
way as his mother Queen
Victoria popularised the
railways.

We know all about how the
Hon John Douglas-Scott-
Montagu took his future King out
in a 1901 24hp Daimler in the
Spring of 1902 during a short
cruising holiday on the Solent in
his yacht. This is well
documented photographically,
even perhaps suggesting that
the car-mad aristocrat of
Beaulieu introduced the Prince
to the automobile.  However,

Edward had acquired his own
motor car, a Daimler Tonneau in
1900.

He was by all accounts a
somewhat fearless driver as
Alexandra his wife and future
Queen reportedly suggested
that she was always poking him
in the back with her umbrella
and urging him to slow down.
Queen Alexandra purchased an
American-made Columbia
electric vehicle limited to 20mph
for her own use at Sandringham
House.

This was a cart-like
contraption with a simple hood -
however I remember driving a
later electric vehicle also
ascribed to Queen Alexandra
when I visited the excellent car
museum on the Isle of Man

Contd overleaf

King Edward VII’s first motor
car, a 1900 model Daimler, is
on display at Sandringham
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Royal cars Contd

After the abdication of Edward VIII, the new King George VI favoured
Lanchesters and ordered this Lancaster 40 after seeing it at the Motor Show

which was an upright saloon
rather like a hansom cab without
the horse.  It was very plush
inside with Bedford Cord
buttoned upholstery, beautiful
embroidered detailing and cut
glass flower posy holders. This
device galloped along at an
almost indecent pace while
emitting only the faintest whirring
sounds.

By the time George V
ascended to the throne large
impressive Daimlers were
already in use as official cars
with a slightly smaller model
available for Queen Mary’s use.
King George had already
converted the greater part of the
Royal Mews to house his fleet.

Edward Prince of Wales liked
his cars too. I’ve seen
photographs of a 1920s
standard tourer being delivered
to him with giant Prince of Wales
Feathers adorning the radiator in
this early publicity shot. His 1927
Rolls-Royce Phantom was the
subject of a total rebuild after
languishing in a Suffolk farmyard
and was recently offered for sale
by Bonhams.   Its restoration is
described in detail in the new
Royal Edition of the RREC
yearbook, starting on page 144.
 Another personal vehicle with
rather limited fenestration -
because Edward liked his
privacy - was his 1936 Buick
Limited Series 90 5¼-litre
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limousine. He hated the late
King's Daimlers (which he
called the hearses) and was
only able to order the
McLaughlin-bodied Buick,
through London agents
Lendrum & Hartman, because
they had an Ontario factory in
the British Dominion of
Canada.  Ordered in 1935 the
car arrived only weeks after
King George V died.

I was privileged to drive this
car when it came up for
auction many years ago. What
tales it could have told - not
least of various assignations
with the silk blinds drawn to
deter members of the Press.
 After the abdication, the car
sped down to Portsmouth
where it was loaded onto a
British warship and taken to

France. The newly styled Duke
of Windsor then rendezvoused
with his American partner in
Cannes and they later used
the car to get married at a
Chateau in the Loire Valley.

Brother Albert, later King
George VI after the abdication,
was another keen motorist
who favoured the Birmingham-
made Lanchester as private
transport.  As Duke of York he
owned Lanchesters throughout
the Twenties. And he was
known to have ordered a
Lancaster 40 from the Motor
Show stand quizzing George
Lanchester in great detail
about the car.  Later, when the
firm was gobbled up by rival
Daimler in 1930, Daimler
Straight Eights were specially
converted to display the less

Edward VIII as
Prince of
Wales
favoured the
privacy
afforded by
this Buick
limousine

Concluded overleaf
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showy Lanchester radiator.
Prince George, Duke of Kent,

was if anything even more debonair
and dashing than ill-fated brother
Edward and was also known to
favour Bentley, owning several and
culminating in an 8-litre which he
retained even after taking delivery of
Derby Bentleys.  He was the first
Royal to fly across the Atlantic and
Marina, his equally glamorous wife,
was said to be entirely relaxed about
his press-on driving style.  An even
greater passion was flying, though,
and he transferred from the Royal
Navy to the Royal Air Force in 1940.
Though some mystery still surrounds
this, he was killed in 1942 in a Short
Sunderland flying boat on an
apparent mission to Iceland. It was
the first time in 450 years that a
member of the Royal Family had
been killed while on active service.

Our present Queen is well known
for driving Land Rovers and Range
Rovers on her estates. And it was
under Queen Elizabeth II that a
change was made from Daimler to
Rolls-Royce as the official mode of
transport. There was also
considerable surprise when, on the
occasion of her Golden Jubilee in

2002, a special Bentley State Car
was created.  It is not generally
known that there are two of these.

Prince Phillip, her consort,
enjoyed his cars and was known to
try prototypes from various
manufacturers including the famous
pre-war 6.3-litre straight-eight Bentley
‘Scalded Cat’. He  also enjoyed a
postwar Lagonda 3-litre drophead
and a later Alvis drophead.

Charles, Prince of Wales, has
maintained an Aston Martin
convertible for many years and
Princess Anne favoured a Reliant
Scimitar GTE which became a
popular sporty holdall for the horse
and hound set until the Range Rover
became as pervasive as Japanese
Knot-Weed.  Her father was so keen
on the Triplex-Ogle glassy prototype
that, allegedly, it had to be prised off
him after two years. And Anne’s
brother Edward enjoyed a Reliant
GTC convertible.

One thing is for sure, like us, the
Royal Family have certainly enjoyed
their cars.

Prince Philip loved
this Lagnda
drophead, later
replaced by an
Alvis drophead.
For anonymity he
used his own
London taxi
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NEXT ISSUE:  Oh what joy, as we say goodbye to the
recovery year and look forward to normality in 2022.  When
the next issue appears, copy for which would be appreciated,
please, by Wednesday, 16th February, we will be ready for a
series of Club activities, already well planned.
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