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Chairman’s Chat

COVER PICTURE: After 11 years and 24,000 miles this 1979
Corniche Convertible is reckoned to have cost nothing overall to run,
including petrol. The maths behind this are explained on pp 10-12

Gosh!  Doesn’t time fly?

And since I last met you at the crossroads, we’ve gone into our
second Lockdown and we may even have emerged from that

by the time this magazine appears just in time for a brief reprieve
for good behaviour over Christmas.

All of this frenetic stop/start Governmental edict has played
havoc with any semblance of a normal events and social
calendar, for which I apologise, because it really is just
impossible to plan anything. And many of you, I know, are being
extremely cautious in the face of this Covid-19 pandemic. And
rightly so.

The South of England Rally just crept in under the wire
between one rule and the next and a jolly good time was had by all who attended. Stansted House
in Hampshire is a great venue and Ted Meachem’s team are well practised at putting on a great
show. Gary Trinder and I set up our stall between my Seraph and his Arnage and it was an ideal
draw to chat to everyone who stopped by.

Sadly our own proposed venture two weeks later to hold a picnic on private land in the New
Forest, made available thanks to a keen member, came to nought as The Rule of Six was
introduced. A shame because this was shaping up to be a great Wessex Section gathering.

We also fondly thought that we might just scrape through after that decree and hold our usual
Annual General Meeting but, sadly, the epidemic did not subside as it was supposed to and a
National Lockdown replaced the previous tiered approach making an AGM impossible. So we
decided that this would not stop us sending out the key reports for you all to peruse at your leisure
and that a formal AGM would just have to wait until we were given the all-clear.

What to do about 2021 I hear you ask? Well it would be a braver man than me to predict
when circumstances will finally allow us to organise events again but I’d be surprised if we’ll be out
of the woods much before March. We’re compiling a list of possible and probable events which
we’ll publish later in All Torque our emailed newsletter. Sadly after so many lean months some
venues and hostelries may never reopen.

However, if you are a really sociable person who would enjoy coordinating an event
programme we’d love to hear from you to fill a new post on the committee. This involves liaising
with our County Contacts to fashion a fabulous framework of events around the Wessex Section
area from the Spring onwards.

We’ve also just recruited our very first Somerset County Contact in Gary Wragg who moved
to Somerset from Hampshire during the summer. Speaking of which we still require one of you
lovely people to act as a County Contact for that part of Hampshire to the south west of the Solent
that lies within the Wessex Section’s remit. Give me a call if interested.

So let’s hope that 2021 is the year that we can start to rebuild our social calendar and that we
can venture out and enjoy our cars and each other’s company again. In the meantime may I wish
you and yours everything you would wish for yourselves over Christmas and the New Year.  And
please stay safe.

Brian
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How long for electric cars?
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We live in changeable times, as
administrators change their

minds as frequently as April showers.
Buy a diesel car to reduce carbon
dioxide became don’t buy diesel
because of the nitrous oxides.  Don’t
use the car became
don’t use public trans-
port.  Stay at home
changed to go out and
eat at restaurants to
save the catering
industry.  In New Milton
a road was blocked off
to give more space for
pedestrians, but had to
be reopened when shopkeepers com-
plained about the lack of business,
and in Brockenhurst a one-way
scheme to delay traffic had to be
abandoned.  Little-used cycle lanes in
London are being removed because
of the resulting traffic chaos.
 The current campaign is to force
everyone to give up petrol and go to
electric cars.  Even Bentley is going
electric.  One wonders when this will
change because of the enormous
demands on the nation’s over-loaded
power generation.  We are threatened
with a massive increase in wind
turbines, but this overlooks the
problem that there has to be back-up
power supply to take over when the
sun is not shining and the wind is

calm.  Also looming is the shortage of
finance to the Government as fuel tax
revenues diminish, and if tax is
diverted to electric cars this will further
reduce their attraction.  The current
£3,000 subsidy off the price of an

electric car cannot
continue indefinitely.
Further problems are
looming, primarily the
demand for cobalt for
the batteries, and the
question of how to
dispose of them when
they are depleted after
some 60,000 miles.

An article in the excellent magazine
On the Road by Colin Andrews of the
Association of British Drivers (ABD)
reveals that  ‘before an electric car
even turns a wheel the manufacture
of its batteries will have created more
CO2 than a small petrol car driven for
100,000 miles.’
 So, when will the next big change
of mind take place: don’t go electric,
we can’t afford it, the future is
hydrogen.  The picture above shows a
Honda being refuelled with hydrogen,
a process taking only a few minutes
more than filling a petrol tank and
giving a range of some 500 miles.

Stuart Bladon
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Derby Bentley revived
Terry Unwin recounts the enormous

two-year battle to bring his 1937
Bentley up to concours condition

Let me start with a quick resume of
the  background of this Derby

Bentley.  It is a 3-position dhc by H J
Mulliner, the last of a few in this style
and unique on the 4¼ chassis.
        Delivered to its first, Edinburgh
based, owner in April ’37, B190JD was
subsequently owned in the UK by
aristocracy (Lady Throckmorton) and
Eagle Aviation. In the late ‘50s the car
was sold through London dealer,
Paddon Bros, to Peter Paul-Huhne who
with his wife, actress Ann Murray were
the parents of now disgraced ex-Liberal
MP and minister, Chris Huhne.
        More interestingly, perhaps, the car
was later acquired in c. 1960 by
American actor, Robert Wagner, at the
conclusion of a UK film in which he and

the car feat-
ured. He took it
back to to the
States.
      Sometime later, exact date
unknown, Robert Wagner sold B190JD
to Hollywood based Maury Lazarus.
Lazarus was Wagner’s wife’s (Natalie
Wood) gynaecologist and delivered
their children. This I learned, shortly
after acquiring the car, from Peter
Lund, American BDC member, Derby
owner and current chairman of the
RROC’s Derby Bentley Society. Peter’s
wife is Mr Lazarus’s daughter. During
Lazarus’s tenure the car was repainted
and he re-trimmed it himself (a
surgeon’s skill?).
      Passing through the hands of two
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After removal of the
hood and all trim,
the car was ready
for reconstruction of
the metal work.
Terry drove it in this
condition and found
it ‘a bit chilly!’  Much
of the original ash
frame was found to
be in a poor state
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further American owners the car
returned to the UK in 1991. Purchased
into the large collection of Peter Almond
Smith, a “Northern Industrialist”, via
Coys showroom, the car covered just
700 miles in the next 17 years seemingly
mostly accounted for by an annual trip to
be MOT’d.
     I acquired the car in June 2008
through Brian Classic, BRDC member
and one of the oldest names in the
collectors’ car  business.  Immediately I
set about a comprehensive mechanical
check-over, righting several dubious
American mods and rebuilding the back
axle with a high ratio crown wheel and
pinion, before embarking on the 2009
BDC Alaska tour.
      Fortunately the car proved entirely
reliable over several hunred miles, many
on un-sealed surfaces. This, however,
did nothing for the car’s cosmetic
appearance and highlighted short-
comings in the car’s structure.
       One mod we didn’t remove, despite
an initial intention to do so, was the
hydraulic power steering. This endows
the car with an agility that none of my

former three Derbys could match!

The Restoration
During 2009 I started a search for the
skilled artisans that I knew I would need
to help me. An ash framer was
suggested by the well thought of coach-
worker recommended to me. A paint-
shop and a trimmer were also found, all
within 30 miles of our home in N Dorset.
This was to facilitate maximum
involvement by me; I did everything that
an unskilled but enthusiastic and
reasonably experienced owner could
take on.
      In Feb 2010, having taken the car for
removal of all trim and the hood (and a
chilly drive back home) a detailed
restoration of the car’s coachwork
ensued. I set to removing all paint and
whatever fittings I could whilst leaving
the car legally drivable.
      With the car in bare metal I drove to
the premises of ash framer par
excellence, Gareth where I removed the
rear and front wings/running boards,
boot lid, doors etc. I then helped remove
remaining panelling to expose the frame

Beautifully made ash frame
for the left hand door, and
surrounding metal has been
rubbed down to bare metal
ready for painting.   It was
constructed by ash frame
specialist Gareth



discovering in the process, extensive
deterioration in the wood and some
poorly repaired damage to the o/s rear
wheel arch etc.
      The fuel tank, hood frame and
sedanca box were also removed and,
while Gareth set about replacing
much of the ash, I stripped, cleaned
 and re-painted the chassis from the
“A” post back.
        From here, eventually, the car
went to the panel maker, Ken Arthur,
now sadly deceased. He repaired all
panels as far as possible but new
door skins, one rear wing and the
rear part of the running boards were
skilfully fabricated and fitted.
       Meanwhile I took the rad shell,
hood irons, bumpers etc. in a hired
van up to Derby Plating for re-
chroming. The headlights, which
needed complete restoration (sealed
beam units had been fitted in the
States), were sent to Peter Appleyard
at VHR and the Ace front side lights

to Genius of the Lamp for repair
and re-chroming. New rear lights etc.
were sourced.
      The car’s beautiful flamed
mahogany dashboard had been split
across through previous poor
mounting, with the silver inlay and
cross banding also needing attention,
too. This work was entrusted to
Silvercrest which skilfully repaired and
restored the dash panel, then, t
together with the door caps etc.
re-polished all to a matching original
correct finish.
      After an intervening trip to Tony
Fabian on a trailer for a gearbox
re-build (we’d awaited a new first
gear from Fiennes for months) and
precautionary replacement of the
front spring shackles, the car was
delivered to Sean Watson at the
Old Coachworks, chosen for their
superb re-paint of Simon Taylor’s
gorgeous black and white GN
Sedanca.

Removal of the
rear metalwork
revealed
extensive
deterioration
and some poor
repair work so
the ash frame
was skilfully
replaced by
Gareth
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Wefco gaitors and a substantial
amount of further work undertaken by
Paul Brown at A & S Engineering, and
copious detail improvements, the car
was entered for the BDC 2016 Annual.
and achieved  a class win for 4¼ ltr
Cars.  Tthe car was also awarded best
Derby as well as, so I was told,
coming runner up for Best of Show
(to a PW S1 Continental that had
reputedly had a £1m restoration).
      Shortly thereafter following

attendance at the BDC Silverstone race
meeting it was discovered that water was
getting into the engine oil. A total engine
rebuild at Fiennes consumed a further
wallet shrinking sum.
      In 2017 the car (picture overleaf)
came first at the RREC’s Annual
concours at Burghley House and in 2018
won the P&A Wood trophy for the best
restoration.

Terry Unwin

    Thence to the
trimmers for re-
trimming in period
correct Connolly
Vaumol, perfectly
matched in colour to
the hood fabric. With
Wilton carpets and
the new hood lined in
correct West of
England wool cloth
the car was delivered
back to me for the
long, painstaking job
of fitting up and
completing a
multitude of smaller
tasks, far too many to
mention.
Fresh from 2½ yrs
hard work and much
expense the car took
to the road in June
2013 for a 1,700 mile
“shakedown” on the
“Bill Boddy Run” from
London to John O’Groats organised
by BDC members, brothers Clive and
John Boothman.
       With a front axle and brake rebuild,
new rear springs protected by new

Above: Refurbished facia panel
ready for instruments, and the engine
which had to undergo major work
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ADVT

Car Storage in Purbeck
The storage units are in the village of East Stoke just off the A352 only 4
miles West   Wareham, and
within easy
distance of Weymouth,
Dorchester. Access is very
easy with a large concrete
area for turning vans or lrries.
All units have strip lighting and
electric sockets if needed,
with the electric usage being
metered.
 Please contact us for
terms and rates:
Purbeck Self Storage

Telephone 07836
369969

www.purbeckselfstorage.co.uk
Torque   Dec 2020 Jan-Feb 2021 2021      8

Concluded from p 7

All the work and expense were rewarded when Terry Unwin’s 1937 4¼ litre
Derby Bentley came first in the RREC annual concours at Burghley in 2017.
Although he did a lot of the work himself, he reckons costs have topped £100k

The



CORNICHE
DELIGHT

Stuart Bladon looks back on
11 adventurous years  with a
1979 Rolls-Royce Corniche

‘Zufalle gibt es in Leben’ is a
common German expression

which might be translated as ‘Life has
its coincidences’.  It was certainly a
remarkable coincidence that led to
my purchase of a 1979 Rolls-Royce
Corniche Convertible in October

2009.  We had decided to treat
ourselves to a rare but always
enjoyable lunch at the Montagu Arms
at Beaulieu, and on the way back we
passed Beaulieu Garages.  We
hadn’t been that way for many
months. There on the forecourt

Hard to believe, but true: the mileage at time of purchase was only 23,000

              Continued overleaf
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The



Continued from p 9

among other classic cars was a
Corniche Convertible looking very
attractive in what I later learned was
Mediterranean blue.
          I stopped our car and turned
round to get out and have a closer
look at it.  The hood was down and
when I looked over at the instrument
panel and saw the mileage reading of
23,025, I could hardly believe it.  The
asking price shown on the windscreen
was £45,000.  I drove on but thought
a lot about it, and went back next day
for a more detailed examination,
followed a day later by sitting in the
office and reading through the mass
of documentation about it, which
included a potentially libellous letter
someone had written saying: ‘get it
away from those awful people (a
named R-R dealer) they are rogues
and robbers!’
          Next day I was back again and
asked for a test drive, and took it out
with the Beaulieu dealer, Rory, for a
short run in the New Forest.  When I
came back I made a tentative offer of
£42,500, and after a phone call to
Philip, the manager, the offer was
accepted.  I went back to my Audi A4
and drove home wondering what on
earth I had done, but it was a decision

never to be regretted even when
problems occurred -  and there were
many.  If you ask what went wrong I
would say ‘you name it and yes’.
          I don’t want to make this a
catalogue of expensive failures, but I
have to admit that the Corniche has
not been our most reliable car - after
all, it is now 40 years old and many
lesser cars would long since have
gone to the scrapheap. It was agreed
with Beaulieu Garage that the car
would be given a service as part of
the sale and this introduced me to
Ashley Motor Repairs, a classic cars
specialist only six miles from my
home.  When I called to see how it
was getting on they kindly put it up on
the ramp so I could see the
underneath condition which was very
good, and they confirmed that the
mileage seemed genuine as all the
parts that would have shown wear at
a higher mileage were in very good
shape.  All the documents had also
confirmed that the car had averaged
less than 1,000 miles a year.
          The first journey of any length
revealed nasty vibration at any speed
over about 60 due to flats on the tyre
treads caused by the months the car
had spent standing in a London
garage.  A set of new Avon whitewall
tyres for £1,114 was the first big
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expense, but it was worth it to have the
vibration and shimmy at speed finally
cured.
          The warning lights for low
hydraulic pressure in the brake system
tended to stay on much longer after
the car had stood for a while and this

Left: Hydraulic pressure reservoirs had
to  be replaced at £699 plus labour
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led to replacement of the hydraulic
pressure reservoirs costing £700.
They are Citroën parts and would
probably have been less than half that
for a Citroën.

 Quite a lot of money was
spent on improvements such as
getting the badly chipped door fillets
refurbished, and removing the
blanking plate on the rear wing

suddenly started again.  The AA man
kindly said he would follow us for half
an hour, which was just as well
because after ten miles it stopped
again.  This time he arranged lorry
recovery to take us back home.
It was clearly an ignition fault, so all
ignition components were replaced.
 Exactly a year later, on the same
H&B rally with my brother again in his
Bentley, he said “We’ll catch you up

which had originally housed the aerial
for an elaborate telephone system.  An
expensive Alpine radio had been fitted
at the bottom of the facia, and the
wiring to the original Blaupunkt set had
just been disconnected.  I had it
reinstated which involved fitting an
additional aerial on the left rear wing.

On a rally with the Hants & Berks
Motor Club I set off in company with
my brother in his Bentley, and after
about 15 miles the engine suddenly
petered out.  It was the first time of
calling the AA to the rescue, and after
checking the ignition components it

when you break down!”  Never were
words spoken in jest so promptly
justified, as this time we did not even
get out of the leisure centre where the
rally started.

This time it was found that the
ballast resistor which reduces voltage
to the coil except when starting had
failed, although this was one of the
ignition components replaced the year
before. I felt it was unwise to have
these rather delicate and vital electrical
units mounted on the engine, subject to
heat and vibration, so I had them
moved up on to the scuttle, and there

Ignition failure led to
two humiliating
arrivals back home on
the very efficient AA
breakdown service.
Why are these rather
delicate ignition
components mounted
on the engine?  I had
them repositioned
away from heat and
vibration which has
ended ‘failures to
proceed’

        Continued overleaf



Corniche Delight continued

has been no further ignition problem.
          It was most annoying when the
same fault occurred again and again,
and this happened with failure of the
driving door lock mechanism.  At first
the door would be difficult to open,
requiring a hard shove, and then
would prove absolutely impossible to
open.  It went back to Ashley Motors
three times for this to be fixed before
they were able to defeat the problem,
hopefully for good.

Not a good design feature: the visors
will not swing sideways, making it very
difficult to fasten the hood clips

         Inevitably with such an old car
there were also some minor faults,
such as the day when the wipers
would not turn off.  For once I was
hoping the rain would continue but in
the cussed way of such things it
stopped so I had to take out the fuse.
The outside temperature indicator
suddenly started reading -36 dec C.  I
knew it wasn’t as cold as that but was
still shocked by the £180 price of a
new air temperature sensor.

Occasionally on a windy day a sudden
gust causes the left-hand hood
retaining catch to spring partly open,
and I am still experimenting with
draught-seal padding to make it
tighter.
          On a Guild of Motoring Writers’
rally in France I was followed for a
long way by Gordon Bruce in his
Bentley Mark VI, and on arrival he told
me he thought my car was not running
level. Measurement showed he was
quite right, it was one inch lower on
the left.  This led to a visit to Silver
Lady, the Bournemouth agent for
Rolls-Royce, where it was found the
problem was on the right side which
had a broken spring in the self-
levelling system, causing the
suspension on that side to respond as
if for a full load. The replacement
spring was only a few pence, but the
whole job including fitting a new
battery ran away with £356.
          A lucky break was the discovery
of stainless steel rim embellishers at
£69 for a set of four, after one had
come off and I had been quoted
hundreds of pounds for them as official
spares. These were much better than
the originals and fitted tightly so were
less likely to come off on a rough road.
          On the recent South of England
rally the Corniche ran very well, and
economy was helped by the long
stretch of 50 mph limit on the M27
road works.  In the afternoon the
weather improved so the hood was
lowered and the always tedious job of
fixing the huge leather tonneau cover
was tackled.  On return home there
was no response to the hood raising
switch, so it was fortunate that it didn’t
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come on to rain on the way back.
The problem was traced to a faulty
contact, but a few days later a short
run revealed leaking coolant from
somewhere near the front of the
engine.   It turned out that the water
pump had failed, so a replacement
has been fitted - an expensive job.
          It’s a pity if this reads like a list
of problems and ‘failures to proceed’
but on the other side of the coin we
have enjoyed some wonderful
journeys in the Corniche.  It has been
to France several times, Holland,
Ireland last year, and a few years
ago there was a wonderful rally to
Boppard in Germany.  When it has
given trouble it has always been at
times when it was not too

inconvenient, unlike the problem it
would have been if breakdown had
happened while abroad, and we
have enjoyed 24,000 miles of
delightful motoring in it.
          When people ask what it has
cost to run, they are a bit surprised
when I reply: “Nothing”.  Excluding
money spent on improvements such
as fitting a hand-operated headlamps
dip switch instead of the floor-
mounted one, but including some
£8,600 spent on petrol, the overall
cost has been a lot less than the
appreciation in value.  You wouldn’t
get a Corniche convertible now for
£42,500.  Start looking at £60,000.

Stuart Bladon
Pause on the steep climb up from the Mosel valley on the Central and
Southern Section’s excellent rally to Germany in 2015.  The Mosel river is
just visible in the distance above the chequered sign board
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● SPECIALISING IN POST-WAR MODELS
TO PRESENT DAY

● ESTABLISHED IN 1983
● EASY ACCESS TO OUR WORKSHOPS

FROM M5 AND A30
● SALES / SERVICE / PARTS
● COURTESY CAR / COLLECTION AND

DELIVERY AVAILABLE
● ALL VEHICLES STORED INSIDE

OVERNIGHT
● VISIT THE WEBSITE TO VIEW OUR

LATEST CARS FOR SALE

01392 439283
enquiries@specialistcarssw.com

Alphin Centre, Alphin Brook Road,
Marsh Barton, Exeter EX2 8RG

www.specialistcars-southwest.co.uk



1996 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SPUR III 25,000 miles Finished in stunning Royal Blue with twin thin Magnolia
Lines, Magnolia Interior Piped in Royal Blue with Dark Blue Carpeting & Lambswool Over Rugs. Burr Walnut
Veneers, Full Service History. 26 Stamps in Service Book. £39,500

2010 BENTLEY
CONTINENTAL GTC
MILLINER SPEC
49000 miles
Finished in Metallic Onyx
Black with Beluga diamond
quilted main hide with
Embroidered Bentley
Emblems. FSH. Immaculate
throughout . £43,500
1997 BENTLEY TURBO
RL 49000 miles
Finished in Peacock Blue with
Magnolia coach lines and
Magnolia interior with Royal
Blue piping and Dark Blue
carpets piped in Royal Blue

£19,950

2010 BENTLEY GT
SPEED 42000 miles
Full Service History. Finished
in Stunning Dark Sapphire
Blue with Magnolia Diamond
quilted main hide and Imperial
Blue secondary hide £36,500

1974 BENTLEY T1
Finished in Walnut over Silver
Sand with Beige interior. Flying
B mascot. Only 1,700 Bentley T1
Saloons were made £17,500

http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/CONTINENTAL-R/AETV77413976
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV77413976');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/AZURE/AETV81975312
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV81975312');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/S3/AETV41710915
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV41710915');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/ARNAGE/AETV23781963
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV23781963');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/CONTINENTAL-R/AETV91811180
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV91811180');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/CONTINENTAL-GT/AETV66227952
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV66227952');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/CONTINENTAL-GT/AETV67444798
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV67444798');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/BROOKLANDS/AETV45862430
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV45862430');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/T-SERIES/AETV40416641
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV40416641');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/PHANTOM-DROPHEAD/AETV90691233
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV90691233');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/CORNICHE-CONVERTIBLE/AETV84004753
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV84004753');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/SILVER-SPUR/AETV62276914
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV62276914');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/SILVER-SPIRIT/AETV99107162
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV99107162');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/SILVER-SPIRIT-II/AETV99374704
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV99374704');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/SILVER-SPUR/AETV17635685
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV17635685');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/SILVER-SHADOW-II/AETV93547989
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV93547989');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/CONTINENTAL-R/AETV77413976
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV77413976');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/AZURE/AETV81975312
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV81975312');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/S3/AETV41710915
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV41710915');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/ARNAGE/AETV23781963
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV23781963');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/CONTINENTAL-R/AETV91811180
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV91811180');
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2001 BENTLEY ARNAGE RED LABEL 28,000 miles
Finished in Stunning Black Sapphire with Magnolia Interior
Piped in French Navy and matching French Navy Carpeting.
Exceptional Condition Throughout £27,500
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Bright news for older cars

www.bettercarlighting.co.uk0121 773 7000

One bulb - 3 functions

enquiries@bettercarlighting.co.uk

Most responsible owners of vintage and older classic cars recognise that
the lighting needs to be upgraded to make the cars safe to use in modern
traffic. In the past, this has meant either sacrificing the original character
and appearance, or a great deal of expensive work, or both.

Now, Better Car Lighting of Warwickshire have announced a revolutionary
new conversion which uses the latest technology to make upgrading
surprisingly quick and easy to install. At the front a new LED bulb replaces
the sidelight unit. It is very bright warm white until the indicators are

activated, and then
it changes to bright
flashing orange. The
kit comes complete
with new two-pole
bulholders for cars
which presently have
a single pole socket.

At the rear, an amazing new three-function bulb directly replaces the
original and give a powerful red tail and brake light, but it flashers bright
orange through the original red lens which the car is indicating.

All of this is made possible by a new control unit which mounts, out of sight,
at the front of the car. It tells the new bulbs what to do and when. It can work
in conjunction with semaphore indicators, and the kit includes bright flashing
bulbs to upgrade them, but will also suit cars built without them. The kit
includes an effective authentic-sounding audible warning and a discreet
visual display. All of this means that an upgrade that used to take days can
now be completed in hours by anyone with a modest degree of experience.
The complete kit , together with simple fitting instructions costs £299.99+VAT.

A full range of LED upgrades for headlights and all other lights, positive or
negative earth are also available.
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Testing times
Brian Palmer at the wheel of a new

economy car back in 1986

Way back in 1986 I was
complaining in Classic Cars

magazine about being given an
economy model to test - well it was
not too much of a hardship as it was a
brand new, if basic, £49,497 Bentley.
I recall that my week with the car also
coincided with some of the worst
winter weather we’d endured since
1947. Snow in London - whatever
next?

Actually, lest you should think me
lacking in a sense of humour, my faux
indignation at having to endure the
rigours of the ‘stripped-down’ bargain-
basement Bentley Eight was all part
of the act. You may recall that Crewe
was busily separating the Rolls-Royce
and Bentley marques for the first time
in a long while. I recalled driving a

Bentley Turbo R only a matter of
months before and it was an utter
revelation - I also recall taking one
around the Donington Park race
circuit for some decidedly hairy laps
and returning to paddock with smoke
pouring off the brakes.

The R-treatment was R for
Roadholding which meant that this
Bentley didn’t react to corners like a
jelly in a hurricane and Chief Engineer
Mike Dunn’s improved steering and
suspension garnered such favourable
reaction from Press and public alike
that these features were rolled out
across the Bentley range.

‘My’ Bentley Eight was the first to
be kitted-out. The Eight was
introduced in June 1984, then only
offered outside the UK from March the

Brian found the
Bentley Eight
was not quite
the economy
model he had
anticipated;but
it still had
£2,000 worth
of options in
the trim and
furnishings
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following year. The factory seemed
uncertain about whether a cheaper
Bentley was right for the market but
then reintroduced it. They needn’t
have worried - they sold 1,736 of
them.

I feigned umbrage at having to
drive a Budget Bentley. Just what
privations were to be found on the
Bentley Eight? They hadn’t slipped-in
a measly 8hp engine - the familiar
6.7-litre V8 was still present under the
bonnet. I was told, in hushed tones,
that they’d used straight-grained
veneer rather than the usual figured
variety for the dashboard and door
fillets. I suggested that while the late
Arthur Negus might have been
offended by such honest vulgarity,
the finish was more than opulent
enough for me.

There was the same sumptuous
leather covering the seats - an
improvement over the cloth facings
when the car was launched. Maybe
this frugal Bentley came without
central locking or electric windows?

No and no. Perhaps a manual
gearbox had been quietly slipped-in.
Not a bit of it. “ We’ve - er - had to
cut-back on the lambswool rugs” my
factory guide suggested nervously.
Well, I subsequently discovered that
the leather seats, door coverings and
ceiling on board were a £2,000 option
but if you insisted on standard issue I
doubted that they’d be made of sack-
cloth.

So this week of austerity was
hardly onerous. The worst aspect?
The weather - which meant me
cleaning the car rather more carefully
and often. There was an unexpected
bonus, even here, in not only
presenting a pristine motor car to the
world but actually feeling the
craftsmanship of the coachwork.

It was a pleasure that I doubted
many owners of one of these brand
new Bentleys would ever experience
first-hand.

Brian Palmer

We want your car . . .
.  .  .  .  Or at least a picture(s) of it (them) with fascinating
details.    This is a repeat call following the Chairman’s appeal
in All Torque recently.   It’s obvious that many more months will
pass before we can arrange any splendid functions with us all
gathered together with our cars, so it was felt that the Spring
issue (March-April-May 2021) would be good to remind Wessex
members of what we and our cars look like.   We will presume
that pics and details sent to the Editor will be intended for
publication in Torque without any privacy problems.



IVOR BLEANEY
OF THE NEW FOREST

Tel: 01794 390895          E-mail: ivorbleaney@msn.com

Please visit www.ivorbleaneyclassiccars.co.uk for further details and photos
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We wish all our customers a Happy Christmas

1933 Rolls-Royce
20/25 Sports
Saloon. By Park Ward.
Beautifully original body
and interior. Rebuilt
mechanically ten years
ago. Just serviced with
brand new tyres, well
above the norm.
£46,500

Exceptional. 1993
Bentley Continental R
MPW 2-door Coupé.
£45,000 spent three years ago to
make it just perfect. Full-service
history and quite unrepeatable.
Probably better than most
Continentals five years later.
£39,500

You want the best
here it is! 1949 Bentley
MKVI. Undergone a total
body off restoration
costing £60,000 four
years ago by Bentley
specialists, including a
new factory engine.
£36,500
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. . . and Sew Back to School

Steve Wilks concludes his
account of how he refurbished

the interior of his 20/25

The wool in the back and the leather
in the front of the car had been

formed in channels or flutes. The re-
covering in the back had been done
badly with the flutes being of differing
widths and not all parallel.
 Examination of cars at the
Annual Rally and at Concours events
showed this to have been the likely
original method of sewing the final
material and a flute width of four inches
seemed to be suitable.

A sandwich of the wool, four
inches of cotton/wool wadding, and
calico was then sewn with a technique
known as ‘tuck and roll’. This was then

tensioned,
tacked and stapled to the wooden
base.

I then moved onto the squab
noting how the armrest moved and the
fabric behind it which moves with the
back of the arm and is tensioned with
elastic over the top of the squab and
stapled at the back. The squab was
easy to remove as it is held in place at
the top by two quick release handles
and is hinged at the bottom. The squab
therefore lies flat on the seat meaning
that my car seems to be an early
hatchback. I am not sure whether this is
a common feature of sports saloons of

The seat and squab set up to ensure the
flutes ran perfectly from one to the other.
This took several goes to get right.

The stripped arm showing the
owner’s phone
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the 1930s.
As with the seat, the foam laid

on top of the springs had turned to
dust and was replaced with 2 inches of
coconut coir. Two panels of fluted
fabric containing four inches of
cotton/wool wadding were then
attached together with side panels
using the old fabric as a template.
 I then stripped the side arms
and shoulders and replaced this with
pieces of coconut coir and wadding
held in place by calico, before new
fabric panels were cut, again using the
old as templates. The fabric covering
the arms and shoulders were
handstitched to the existing fabric
covering the inside of the car. The

stitch I used is known as a blind stitch
and is done with a curved needle.
Piping around the panels also helped
hide the stitches.

Whilst the side arm had been
stripped, I took the opportunity to
recommission the phone which
connects to a loudspeaker by the
driver’s knee. This is a crystal phone
and loudspeaker and is incredibly
basic. New crystals were sourced
cheaply from an aquatic supplier as
they are used in fish tank filters. I
understand that crystal phones are still
used to this day by the army in the
field due to their ruggedness.

Concluded overleaf

Justifying all the time and effort - the beautifully finished back seat.  Wool was
more expensive than leather in those days, so this was the choice for the
owner, while the ‘unfortunate’ chauffeur had to make do with leather!
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Continued from p 21

The folding armrest proved
a bit fiddly and needed trial and
error to get the mechanism to work
properly. Finally, I made a couple
of cushions with leftover fabric.
The RR logo was stitched by a
very expensive looking computer
controlled machine.
At the end of the course, I bought
a second hand industrial sewing
machine from the school and
carried on working at home. It took
around 180 hours over the winter,
which would have been less had I
not made so many mistakes which
required restitching – occasionally
3 or 4 times. The cost was £1,100
of which the wool was £900
including import tax. I have gone
on to reupholster three old chairs.

I did the work to the woollen
rear seats in early 2019; and

earlier this year, in 2020, I tackled
the leather front seats. Back in the
30’s, leather was seen as lower
cost, durable, and suitable for a
chauffeur, whilst wool was more
expensive and thus suitable for the
owner.

It seemed to me that the
front seats had been reupholstered
at some point, although the leather
was stiff but otherwise in
reasonable condition. There
seemed no need to replace it.  The
stiffness was resolved with a few
applications of hide food from my
local Bentley dealer. The
passenger seat had collapsed and
the driving seat back had a gap
due to the flutes going flat. I
started by stripping it all down.

The passenger metal
spring cage was broken and
someone had replaced the driver
seat with springs tensioned by

The new passenger
seat spring cage on
the left with the
broken one on the
right.  Replacement
springs were
obtained from Wade
Springs in
Nottingham
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cotton/wool wadding and then I
refilled the flutes before recovering
the seats.

The refilling of the flutes
was done by using vacuum
pressure to compress the
wadding. By trial and error, I found
that six inches thick wadding cut 1
inch wider than the flute produced
the best results. Very thin plastic
sheeting was used to wrap the
wadding (I used plastic dust
sheets) and then the air was taken
out by a vacuum cleaner. This
makes the wadding stiff enough to

insert into the flutes.
The spring cages in the

squabs were in reasonable
condition so I recovered them in
hessian and added a one-inch
layer of coconut coir before
refitting the refilled flute panels.
The front seats took around 40
hours and cost £300. No sewing
was involved - just lots of tacking
and stapling.

Steve Wilks

Below: Steve used a vacuum
cleaner hose to take the air out
of the wadding

Left: The finished front seat
with leather restored and
upholstery renovated using
hide food provided by his
Bentley dealer



Worldwide suppliers of parts for
Rolls-Royce & Bentley Motor Cars

Tel: +44 (0) 1455 292949
Email: sales@flyingspares.co.uk

www.flyingspares.com
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great mechanical beast loping along.
Once taken charge of, the big Bentley
responded with the breeding of a true
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NEXT ISSUE: Oh what joy as this rotten year soon comes to an
end.  When the next issue appears - copy for which would be
appreciated, please, by Wednesday, 17 February - Spring will be
on the way, and, who knows? Perhaps the virus may be dead
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