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COVER PICTURE: First adventure by Bentley into aerodynamics
was the Paulin Streamliner.  Brian Palmer charts its history and

gives driving impressions, p 31. Pic: Mike Sayer at Bentley Motors
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Chairman’s Chat
Still in the Woods……
I left you last time suggesting that I’d be surprised if we

were out of the woods regarding Covid much before March.
And the PM’s new Road Map is avoiding motorways so we
are not going anywhere fast. Nevertheless, I sincerely hope
and trust that you are all staying safe and well.

Hopefully our regular emailed newsletter All Torque has
provided some light relief and a small diversion from the
weightier matters we have all been facing. Meanwhile here at RREC Wessex Section
we have been actively looking at other ways to communicate better during Lockdown.
Maybe you noticed the four extra pages in Torque magazine in our Winter edition? In
this Spring issue you’ll find even more pages and a glossier finish.

This investment has been possible due to the great and prompt response from you,
our members, and supporters to the annual call for renewals.  So a BIG thank you from
me. And thank you, too, for the many generous donations - and for making most of
these contributions by online banking rather than cheques this time.  This has brought a
smile to our Treasurer’s face saving him numerous personal trips to the bank.

Thanks also go to our advertisers, old and new, for their continued support during
this difficult period.  Fortunately, from the feedback I’ve been getting, many of you
have been keeping them pretty busy. Which is good news because we really need to
support and nourish these specialists without whom we could never keep our prized
classic cars on the road.  And if you do use them, please also mention RREC Wessex,

We have also now made our website far easier to use by making it open to view to
everyone without the need for any special password, or the need to remember what it
was! You’ll find lots of hot news from Bentley and Rolls-Royce there, and news of
events hopefully emerging ’ere long. So just log onto www.rrecwessex.org.uk

And finally I’d like to make a very special mention that our own local specialists
Silver Lady Services of Bournemouth are celebrating their 30th Anniversary in 2021.
What’s more they’ve joined forces with us as our first ever Official Sponsors.  So a
BIG thank you and CHEERS to Steve, Karen and Harry Drewitt on the occasion of
their very noteworthy business birthday, and from whom we will be hearing more.

One always has to travel hopefully and writing this little bulletin has cheered me
up enormously. So thank you for enabling that, too.

Brian
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May May bring back normality?
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Vaccinations are running well
and the hopes are that we

might be looking for a return to
normal activities by early summer.
I had hoped to be driving this
challenging route in Portugal as
part of the St James Rally in May

organised by the International Club
for Rolls-Royce and Bentley
Enthusiasts, but it has been
postponed to 4-15 October Some
places on what promises to be a
superb rally are still available, see
opposite for contact link.
      Promised for 29 May is the
South of England meeting at

Stansted Park, which previously
clashed with the Spain-Portugal
Rally, meaning that I would have
had to miss it his year.  Now I hope
to be there.
 If possible, I want to include a
report of the Stansted event in the

summer issue, which means that
it will not drop through your letter
box until the second week in June.
Worth waiting, for, I hope.  For
details of the St James rally contact
stewart@classicsontheroad.com

Stuart Bladon



An Autumn Wedding
Adrian Dence’s beautiful 1951 Bentley
 Mark VI was called in for wedding duty,
   but it was more winter than autumn

Back in March 2005, in
celebration of Ann and my

40th  wedding anniversary, we
joined the RREC in a tour of
Borneo (Malaysia) in company
with 75 members and their cars. It
felt very special to represent
Great Britain by exhibiting our
wonderful motor cars to an
enthusiastic population most of
whom had never seen a Rolls-
Royce, never mind 75 of them !
 With some trepidation I recall
being reprimanded by the
organisers for producing and
showing a display board to which
were attached various smallish
components which I had removed
from the Bentley, called NSB.   I
was told by one of the Tour
Committee “We don't do that kind
of thing in the RREC” !

 The only small disappoint-
ment was that we failed to get
access to the Sultan of Brunei’s
legendary collection of motor cars.
However the Sultan’s brother very
much enjoyed inspecting ours.
We provided a memorable
experience to our new friends in

Borneo
and of
course
their
pleasure
was
reflected
to us, as it always is on such
occasions.  I am sure we all
experience that glow of
satisfaction every time we venture
out. It  occurred to us recently on
a freezing winter’s day at a
motorway service area when a
young couple were blown away by
our Mark VI and the usual photo
session ensued.  Photo sessions
form a major part of most
weddings these days don't they?
And so when my friend Paul
approached me in June 2020 to
ask whether I would possibly drive
his daughter to her wedding on
November 8th  I readily agreed.

We don't charge a fee which is
a bonus for the bride; guests’
admiration is our reward. Having
reconnoitred the route the day
before, we extracted NSB from
her tented hideaway in the New

NOTICE
It is necessary to point out that no liability is assumed by the authors of articles or other content appearing in
physical or electronic publications and other communications from the RREC Wessex Section, or by the Section
itself, its Officers, or the RREC and its Officers, in connection with any actions taken or not taken arising from
these publications and communications.

                                 Contd overleaf



  Torque   Mar-Apr-May 2021                6

Contd from p 5

All going well,
and the weather
unusually kind
for November.
But trouble was
brewing

Forest - looking resplendent I
must say - and arrived at the
bride’s house in Everton in
plenty of time. . Blessed with
sunshine the cameras rolled; the
bride and bridesmaids looked
terrific. This was going to be
“downhill all the way” - only it
wasn’t !

The drive was merely from
Everton to Hinton. With the bride
and her elderly father safely
seated in the rear and Ann in the
front we set off in ultra smooth
wedding mode. The odd hiccup
from our newly rebuilt B60
engine did not worry me at first
but it quickly worsened and I felt

the dread of a possible failure to
proceed. Fortunately the bride
was preoccupied with her
telephone managing the
logistics of her beloved’s arrival
and her father was elderly.
 Misfiring worsened as we
approached Highcliffe so that I
spontaneously forked left at
Hoburne when the engine died
completely. By this time the
bride realised her predicament
but, most thankfully, she was not
the panicky kind and was
buoyed up with optimism on her
great day. This emotion was not
shared by your author however!
After much churning NSB
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staggered into life for the final
mile. “A wing and a prayer” best
describes that last mile. NSB
stuttered up the drive to the
wedding venue and died within
five yards of the front door.

There was nothing for it but to
engage first gear and press the
starter - something I have never
done in 70 years of driving.   It
worked !   Mission accomplished;
bride delivered; all thoughts of
breakdown banished; more
photographs. The Bentley looked
regal and all participants smiled
and looked elegant.  Having
pushed her to a parking space we
called the RAC followed by Alan
Brown at A and S Engineering, at
Alton.  After a wait of some four
hours during which time a chilly
dusk turned to freezing night we
were hauled onto a truck and
returned ignominiously to Milford.
I must mention Alan who was
totally unflappable and receptive.
My diagnosis - fuel pumps - was

confirmed. A&S provide excellent
and reliable service for classic
cars.  PS Following the overhaul
of our 4½-litre engine the Editor
has asked me to comment on the
cost of such work. What can I
say? Rolls-Royce/Bentley is
special and represents the finest
automobile craftsmanship. Every
nut and bolt, stitch of leather; rear
axle or gearbox is the result of
hundreds of hours of labour. This
is still the case with the current
models.  What then do we
have? Whether pre or post war
the tradition of craftsmanship is
the same and is what delivers
that special reward to the
sensitive driver. After 40-60 years
most cars will be due for some
degree of overhaul which is likely
to be expensive due to the high
labour content. I do believe the
work should not be fudged if we
are to pass our cars on in better
condition than when we bought
them. Thankfully we have an
Industry in GB  staffed by
perfectionists of which we can be
truly proud. Their satisfaction is
gained by working to the highest
RR standards. A complete engine
overhaul may be measured in tens
of 000’s rather than, say £15K to
£20K.

Adrian Dence
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UP TO  25% D ISCO UN T FO R
RO LLS ROYCE EN THUSIASTS

Headline sponsor

01480 400 927
www.lancasterinsurance.co.uk

Policy benefits, features and discounts offered may vary between insurance schemes or cover selected and are subject to underwriting criteria.
Lancaster Insurance Services is a trading name of Insurance Factory Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (No. 306164).

/lancasterins @lancaster_ins LIS.RREC.A5P.2021
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Adrian was not alone!
Tony Lawther relates how a complex FTP
with his Silver Shadow upset wedding
plans - and he discovered the cause

Intermittent faults are the worst,
and, as with any car problem,

diagnosis is the tricky bit.   In this
case, diagnosis was very tricky,
but the solution was simple.  The
saga of intermittent starting and
cutting out on my Silver Shadow II
lasted about a year, but I hope to
tell it in a slightly shorter time.  If
you get bored, just skip to the end
where you’ll find the answer.  If
you already know about this
problem, then forget the whole
thing, or simply sympathise, or
gloat.  Whatever.

It first started, or, rather, didn’t
start, with my being unable to start
the engine  A fresh charge of the
battery didn’t help, and nor did
hitting the starter motor (often a
good ploy).  There was no clicking
so I suspected the solenoid, but
my diagnostic abilities on a car of
somewhat greater complexity
than a Mini were somewhat
limited.  The obvious course of
action was to call in Richard
Parsons who, with the aid of a
little length of wire, shorted out
two pins on a relay, and the car
burst into life.   My error here, it
will transpire later, was not to note

which pins he had connected to
perform this apparent miracle.  He
told me, with some relief to
myself, that there was no need to
buy a new, battery, starter motor
or solenoid, but that a simple relay
was required and that he had a
spare at home which he would
bring down in a couple of days.
This is, I believe, referred to as
the starter relay and can, indeed,
be bypassed to energise the
starter motor and get the car
going.  Those with more expertise
will know exactly what it does –
no doubt something clever, like
checking the ashtrays are empty
or that the driver is wearing a tie..

So, he fitted a used relay and
things went ok for a while, though
the car is not used very often.
Now, I have a hunch that
somewhere inside our cars is a
special hidden sensor which is
situationally aware, and is in
subtle control of breakdowns.
This device is programmed to
allow breakdowns, sorry, ‘failures
to proceed’, to occur only at the
most awkward times, as sensed
by this device.  It clearly has
inputs from the weather,
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surroundings, time of day,
purpose of use, mood of the
driver, importance of passengers,
and many other key decision
making factors.  When it decides
that the conditions are right it
signals the car to do its worst.

Having promised a very good
friend that I would bring the car
for his wedding, some 200 miles
away, and come up the afternoon
before, the conditions were
obviously right for me to bring the
car briefly to where I worked and
then completely fail to get it
started to go up to the wedding.
 Ignominiously I had to go up
in my normal car, and you don’t
use an old estate car for a
wedding, and, at the last minute,
the poor couple had to make do
with a mere Mercedes.  Oh! The
shame.

Over to the local garage who
‘investigated’ and got it running
and said something about
‘cleaning up contacts’.

A couple of weeks later, I
promised to take a couple,
coincidentally the son of the
bridegroom in the previous tale,
and their child, to Goodwood
races, having assured them that
the car had been fixed
subsequent to the debacle over
its non-appearance at the
wedding.   Naturally, the car
proceeded to their house with
supreme confidence, only again
to fail to start, but only once the

complicated child seat
arrangement had been
laboriously installed and child and
parents were seated expectantly.
We made it to the races in their
car but I had to buy a jug of
Pimms as compensation (much
more expensive than the petrol
for the car).

Magically, it started easily
enough upon our return from the
races, so no diagnosis was really
possible, nor had there been time
when it failed initially.

Another couple of weeks later
it let me get going then failed
locally, with a rather lovely
passenger whom I was keen to
impress.  This time the local
garage came to tow it, but had
had little experience of towing
such a heavy car with no working
brake assistance and nearly ran it
into the back of the tow truck.
They happened to have their
tame electrician handy, who
diagnosed the starter relay which,
as Richard had pointed out, was
a used one and should be
replaced ‘in due course’.  So a
new one was purchased, with the
reassuring word ‘Lucas’
embossed on it, and installed and
I assumed the problem was now
solved.  Not so.  All ok for a
couple of months, until…..

Transporting one’s ancient
father from his much loved
residence to a care home is a
significant event which must be

Contd from p 9



ADVT

Car Storage in Purbeck
The storage units are in the village of East Stoke just off the A352 only 4
miles West   Wareham, and
within easy
distance of Weymouth,
Dorchester. Access is very
easy with a large concrete
area for turning vans or lrries.
All units have strip lighting and
electric sockets if needed,
with the electric usage being
metered.
 Please contact us for
terms and rates:
Purbeck Self Storage

Telephone 07836 369969
www.purbeckselfstorage.co.uk
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handled with sensitivity.  We had
moved key furniture and
belongings to the new flatlet within
the home, bought flowers and
champagne, tuned in the TV and
made the bed, all in an operation
planned with military precision
between myself and my son.  As I
headed up the M3 in the car to
collect him, my son was putting
the final touches to his new abode
and was ready to welcome him to
the new ‘home’.  When a Shadow
switches itself off at 70 mph it is
quite alarming.  That beautifully
delicate steering wheel seems
suddenly rather insufficient for the

force that needs to be applied to
direct the car.  Fortunately 2.5
tons of momentum give some
opportunity to aim for the hard
shoulder across three lanes.
When, though, after a few
seconds, it switches itself back on
again there is a huge bang as it
backfires in a way that is surely
inelegant for a Rolls Royce, to put
it mildly.  That it should do that
several times, before thankfully
the services heave into reachable
sight, is inexcusable.  So, my son
rushed up to pick up Dad in his
little Peugeot and I came home in
the RAC Relay truck with the car

Concluded overleaf

The



on the back.  That was not the
plan, but Dad was fine in the end.

The car miraculously started
once back at home.  That’s the
intermittent diagnosis problem.
However, when putting it away I
decided to do my own naïve
inexperienced investigation, which,
as may be familiar to some,
consists of wiggling everything in
sight to see if it makes any
difference.  Lo and behold!  When
I wiggled the starter relay I could
make the car stop, repeatedly,
when I pushed in a certain
direction.  Wiggling the
connections didn’t stop it, but
pushing on the casing did.  So I
made a note of the connections
(you don’t catch me there) and
removed the relay.

The only way into it is to
unbend the crimped edges of the
metal casing, which I did.  What I
found was that the casing had
evidently been made just too small
for the components inside, and the
top part of the enclosed relay had
been so close to the metal cap that
it could touch it at times, aided by
my pushing on the case, the
vibration of the car, thermal

expansion, gravitational attraction,
or just random variation.  This
shorted something to earth which
cut out the car.  Bingo!

But, what was worse, and ‘fair
made my blood boil’, was that,
where the touching occurred, there
was a small piece of black
electrical tape stuck to the inside
of the casing.  The tape had
burned through with a neatly
charred little hole.  I realised what
that implied.  It meant that
whoever made the device knew
about the problem and decided
that was a suitable solution.  It
would last for a while until the tape
burned through, and by that time
he would be far away.

My solution was to drill out all
the metal in the casing where the
contact occurred and paste over
some fibreglass mat and resin.
That is the brown patch you can
see in the photo.  I have had no
more trouble.  (But I still don’t
know which contacts to short out if
it happens again.)

Tony Lawther

Pic far left
shows
Tony’s
fibreglass
repair
which
cured his
problems

Concluded from p 11
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● SPECIALISING IN POST-WAR MODELS
TO PRESENT DAY

● ESTABLISHED IN 1983
● EASY ACCESS TO OUR WORKSHOPS

FROM M5 AND A30
● SALES / SERVICE / PARTS
● COURTESY CAR / COLLECTION AND

DELIVERY AVAILABLE
● ALL VEHICLES STORED INSIDE

OVERNIGHT
● VISIT THE WEBSITE TO VIEW OUR

LATEST CARS FOR SALE

01392 439283
enquiries@specialistcarssw.com

Alphin Centre, Alphin Brook Road,
Marsh Barton, Exeter EX2 8RG

www.specialistcars-southwest.co.uk
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LETTER FROM THE CAPTAIN
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Inaugurated under the chairmanship of the late Doug Ryder, our affiliation
with the Royal Navy was originally with HMS Illustrious (nicknamed Lusty).
When Lusty was decommissioned, the affiliation was transferred to HMS
Queen Elizabeth. The liaison is handled for us by Michael and Lynn Firth



JOHN PANNELL

It is with great sadness that we share the news of John
Pannell’s death with you.  Dear John and Gwen had been in
RREC Wessex for many years. Elizabeth, their wonderful Rolls-
Royce 20/25 was featured in a recent edition of Torque, before
she was sold back into the family who originally owned her.
John wrote several reports of our events for Torque, one in the
2016 autumn edition, marking sad departure of his 20/25.  John
had been bravely fighting cancer for some time but had been
able to meet for picnics (socially distanced, of course) in the
New Forest with Simon Crofts and ourselves several times last
autumn. Gwen plans to keep in touch with the Club and hopes
that she can join in some events later.  Michael and Lynn Firth

Gwen and John
Pannell at
Highcliffe.
Pic: Lynn Firth

MONICA HELLBERG

We are also very sad to record the death of Monica, wife of committee
member Simon Hellberg.   For several years the Hellbergs made their
house at Keyhaven available for our committee meetings, and Monica
always provided tea or coffee for us.  Since Simon’s stroke early in 2019
Monica has been looking after him with few opportunities to go out.
 The news about Simon is also very bad, as he never really recovered
from his 2019 stroke, and has now suffered another one which has left
him partially paralysed.  We offer our sympathies to Simon Hellberg.

Torque   Mar-Apr-May 2021                    16



0121 773 7000
enquiries@bettercarlighting.co.uk

www.bettercarlighting.co.uk

Instrument lights

Tail & brake lights

Headlight bulbs
Flashers
Sidelights

We can supply special conversions to equip
early cars with orange indicators hidden within
the original red rear lights plus white sidelight

bulbs which flash orange.

NEW
Superb PL700
reproduction
headlights
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1999 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SERAPH Finished in Royal Blue with Cotswold Hide Interior Piped in French
Navy. Only 45,000 Miles from New. Sunroof. This vehicle is totally immaculate. £43,500

1996 ROLLS-ROYCE
SILVER SPUR III
Only 25000 miles
Finished in Royal Blue with
twin thin Magnolia Lines.
Magnolia Interior Piped in
Royal Blue. FSH with 26
Stamps in the Service Book.
Known to Ourselves for the
Last 14 years £37,500
1997 BENTLEY TURBO
RL 49000 miles
Finished in Peacock Blue with
Magnolia coach lines and
Magnolia interior with Royal
Blue piping and Dark Blue
carpets piped in Royal Blue

£19,950

1998 ROLLS-ROYCE
SILVER SERAPH
87000 miles

Finished in Stunning Black
with Black Main and
Secondary Hides piped in St.
James Red with Black Lambs
Wool Over-Rugs. Stunning
Condition Throughout

£29,950

1974 BENTLEY T1
Finished in Walnut over Silver
Sand with Beige interior. Flying
B mascot. Only 1,700 Bentley
T1 Saloons were made
£17,500

http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/CONTINENTAL-R/AETV77413976
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV77413976');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/AZURE/AETV81975312
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV81975312');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/S3/AETV41710915
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV41710915');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/ARNAGE/AETV23781963
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV23781963');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/CONTINENTAL-R/AETV91811180
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV91811180');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/CONTINENTAL-GT/AETV66227952
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV66227952');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/CONTINENTAL-GT/AETV67444798
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV67444798');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/BROOKLANDS/AETV45862430
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV45862430');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/T-SERIES/AETV40416641
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV40416641');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/PHANTOM-DROPHEAD/AETV90691233
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV90691233');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/CORNICHE-CONVERTIBLE/AETV84004753
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV84004753');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/SILVER-SPUR/AETV62276914
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV62276914');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/SILVER-SPIRIT/AETV99107162
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV99107162');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/SILVER-SPIRIT-II/AETV99374704
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV99374704');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/SILVER-SPUR/AETV17635685
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV17635685');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/SILVER-SHADOW-II/AETV93547989
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV93547989');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/CONTINENTAL-R/AETV77413976
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV77413976');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/AZURE/AETV81975312
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV81975312');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/S3/AETV41710915
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV41710915');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/ARNAGE/AETV23781963
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV23781963');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/CONTINENTAL-R/AETV91811180
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV91811180');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/CONTINENTAL-GT/AETV66227952
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV66227952');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/CONTINENTAL-GT/AETV67444798
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV67444798');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/BROOKLANDS/AETV45862430
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV45862430');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/BENTLEY/T-SERIES/AETV40416641
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV40416641');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/PHANTOM-DROPHEAD/AETV90691233
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV90691233');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/CORNICHE-CONVERTIBLE/AETV84004753
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV84004753');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/SILVER-SPUR/AETV62276914
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV62276914');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/SILVER-SPIRIT/AETV99107162
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV99107162');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/SILVER-SPIRIT-II/AETV99374704
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV99374704');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/SILVER-SPUR/AETV17635685
javascript:SendSMSWindow('/CMSPages/AutoExposure/SendSms.aspx?vehicle=AETV17635685');
http://www.silverladyservices.co.uk/used/ROLLS-ROYCE/SILVER-SHADOW-II/AETV93547989
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ROLLS-ROYCE CLOUD I CONVERTIBLE LHD £250,000
Finished in metallic grey with dark maroon leather interior with contrasting hood. Interior piped
in slate grey with slate grey carpeting pipped in maroon. Burr Walnut veneers throughout the
vehicle including rear picnic tables, air conditioning and power steering. This left hand drive
Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud I returned to the UK in 1997 and had extensive work carried out
including A.H.J. Mulliner styles conversion carried out by Wildae Restorations Ltd in Devon an
extensive history file comes with the car confirming how meticulous the work was carried out. The
vehicle has covered only 65000 miles or 104000 KM. A magnificent vehicle, in exceptional
condition throughout. One for the shows.
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My  3 / 4.5 Short Chassis Speed Model Bentley was supplied to
Capt. Sir Derrick Wellesley Gunston 1st bt MC, in central London

on 12th August 1926.  Sir Derrick was an officer in the Irish Guards,
serving in the first world war, and became a Unionist MP for Thornbury
in 1924, serving until 1945, and as Under Secretary of War between
1942 and 1944.  The car passed through several hands, including a
doctor living in Boldre, before shedding its original Park Ward Coupé
body in the late 1950s / early 1960s when a new VDP style body was
built by Maynell Phillips.  At the same time, a 4.5-litre engine was
fitted, acquired from a  1929 4.5-litre, purchased by the Lancashire
Constabulary  in 1937 and used for driver training. The car bears the
same body and has the same engine today.

The second picture is of my Continental GT Speed, the spiritual
successor to the WO car.  It also was supplied to its first owner in
central London, but was little-used and eventually ended up on the
Bentley Bramshaw forecourt, at the time I was looking for such a car.
 Its claim to fame is its
12-cylinder, 6 litre, twin
turbo-charged engine,
developing 632 bhp,
propelling it to 60 mph in 4
seconds, and on to 206
mph (so I am informed by
the brochure).  It, like its
1926  equivalent, is a
great driver’s car.

David Thompson
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MEMBERS’
MOTORS

DAVID THOMPSON opens his garage
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IVOR BLEANEY
OF THE NEW FOREST

Tel: 01794 390895          E-mail: ivorbleaney@msn.com

Please visit www.ivorbleaneyclassiccars.co.uk for further details and photos
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Exceptional. 1993
Bentley Continental R
MPW 2-door Coupé.
£45,000 spent three years ago
to make it just perfect. Full
service history and quite
unrepeatable. Probably better
than most Continentals five
years later. £39,500

You want the best
here it is! 1949 Bentley
MKVI. Undergone a total
body off restoration
costing £60,000 four
years ago by Bentley
specialists, including a
new factory engine.
£36,500

1933 Rolls-Royce
20/25 Sports saloon
By Park Ward.  Beautifully
original body and  interior.
Rebuilt mechanically ten
years ago. Just serviced
with brand new tyres, well
above the norm. £49,500
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An obsession with Continentals
Terry Unwin confesses to being
captivated by the Bentley fastback
body style, and many of them have
passed through his ownership

Terry’s current Continental on display at Hampton
Court in September last year

The idea for this article came when,
at the Hampton Court Concours in

September, last year, we found our
S1 Continental parked adjacent to a
similar "fastback".  Despite  a different
registration, I thought that this was
BC53 AF, our first Bentley.
Christened “Robert” due to its then
registration RBT 450 this was

confirmed when current owner
Graham Barrett and his wife returned
to the car.      My obsession with S
series Continentals started with the
arrival of our second child in 1983.
Our Porsche 911, unable to
accommodate a child seat and a carry
cot, was replaced by a new but dull
W123 Mercedes estate and I started
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searching for a stylish old Bentley as a
weekend car.

That search led me to Lawrence
Kayne, London R-R & Bentley dealer
where a down-at-heel Mulliner S1
Continental was for sale. £15,500 was
agreed to include repaired rear
chassis legs, a service and,
subsequently, replacement fuel pumps
when the car "failed to proceed"
approaching our house in Surrey.
 An intention to improve the car on
a spend as affordable basis was
scuppered when, after a test and
report at P & A Wood, Paul told me
"this is not a car to invest in." This was
my first step on the learning curve
about buying an old car and what to
check on a Bentley of that era.
Nevertheless invest I did and, over a
few enjoyable years of ownership, the
car was improved mechanically,
largely at long gone Arnett's of
Bournemouth, recommended by Bill
Medcalf also, sadly, gone.   In our

ownershhip "Robert" undertook
several Norwich Union classic car
runs, visits to Kensington Gardens for
the BDC concours and many other
events too.
 With an intention to upgrade to a
cosmetically better similar car an
unsolicited approach a few years later
found me accepting an offer to buy the
car from Borough Market antique
dealer Gianni Vivendi. The £22,500
paid recouped much of my outlay, the
car having provided immeasurable
enjoyment!
 The search for a better S1
Continental commenced as did the
enormous hike in classic car values
towards the end of the 1980s.  It soon
became obvious that if I didn't re-
invest quickly I wouldn't even be able
to afford to buy back BC53 AF.
 I agreed to buy an S2 Flying Spur
from Edinburgh R-R dealers, Murray
Motors. I flew to Scotland to inspect
the car, the dealership proprietor's
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                  Continued overleaf

R-Type
Continental
with Terry’s
children in
1987.  Terry
bought it
against
advice and
had several
years of
happy
ownership
with it
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own, registered JM 1 (not included).
       For £25,000 including Motor Rail
delivery to Kings Cross, I became the
owner of an S2 by H J Mulliner, not
strictly a Continental but a Flying Spur
as four-door cars were called,
beautifully re-painted Silver Mink by
Broughtons. JM 1 was retained by the
vendor so I re-registered it 10 TU,
acquired quite reasonably, the letters
being my initials and TU plates typially
adorned R-R factory cars. The car
provided much enjoyment, largely as a
weekend and event car but, for my
taste, it had two cylinders and two
doors too many so I saw the car as a
stop-gap until I could get back into
"fastback" ownership. Thanks to
inflation and the car’s quality it was
eventually sold to P & A Wood for
£60,000!
        Searching for the S1 Continental
that I really wanted with inadequate
budget, I was seduced by an S2 two-
door coupé being sold out of long-term
ownership by an Oxfordshire farmer
wanting to add to his acreage. First
owner Tony Vandervelle used it for

business covering 90,000 miles in
three years when it went back to
Crewe for an engine rebuild.  Six-
cylinder Bentleys seem to have greater
engine life. (Coincidentally, during the
2019 BDC "Tassie" tour I acquired as
a project a unique 1948 MK VI two-
door coupé by Freestone and Webb,
also first owned by Vandervelle).
       The S2 coupé had previously
been owned for many years by Peter
Knatchbull-Hugesson whom I later
met.  Neither he nor Mr Browne, the
farmer, added many miles prior to my
acquisition. Delivered in, to my eye, an
unattractive shade of green (the
children's nickname for it was
"Snotty"), a high quality repaint in
velvet green was undertaken by West
Hoathly Garage.
        Not long after acquiring the 2-
door Continental the opportunity came
along through Paul Wood's
introduction to acquire an "R" type
Continental, BC6C, made possible by
the sale of a Ferrari and the vendor
accepting our Turbo R in p/x, though
only if with my TU number.

Terry’s S2 Flying Spur provided much enjoyment but he felt it had two
doors too many, and two cylinders too many, but when he sold it a
handsome amount of appreciation in value had accrued
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 So I found myself in the fortunate
position of owning simultaneously "R"
and S2 Continentals (and an o/d
Derby) and able directly to compare
the two. Superficially similar in size
and appearance the driving
experience was totally different, the
"R" betraying its pre-war origins in
terms of sound, the S2 feeling modern;
its bulk shrinking driven swiftly on
radials and with PAS.
 Owning both was an unjustifiable
extravagance with the cost of
schooling etc. so the S2 was sold to
another customer of West Hoathly
Garage, the "R" Continental providing
many years of enjoyment.  Fast
forward to 1998 and the chance to
acquire my company from its
American multi-national owner, my
wife vetoed selling the house, sp the
"R" had to go, sold to P & A Wood for
an American who still owns it.
 Then I started searching for
another S1 Continental but couldn't
run to a concours car.  Eventually I
acquired a very sound example, one
of the few with a manual gearbox. The
car's previous owner had
been Bernard Hermann, composer of
the scores to several Hitchcock films.
He didn’t drive so was driven around
London in it by his wife.
 Doing any work myself that a keen
but unskilled owner could, e.g.
stripping the car to bare metal, the car
was restored for me to concours
winning condition by West Hoathly
Garage.  The sadly deceased Jim
Denne worked on it "after hours".

However, I found that the manual
gearbox didn't suit the car,  which is
possibly why just eight were so-
equipped.  I’d never buy an automatic

"R" type nor have another S1
manual. Similarly contentious might be
my view, endorsed by Bill Medcalf in
an article written years back, that the
S1 Continental is in nearly all respects
a better car than its predecessor.
 However, the story doesn't end
here.   In 2004 pre-early retirement we
acquired some land in Dorset to build
a home (with large motor house).  It
was soon clear that the HUF-HAUS
we planned was going to stretch
resources, so the S1 manual became
a casualty, the car's disliked manual
box  compensated for this "sacrifice".
 With modest funds remaining the
desire to own an S series Continental
was fulfilled by another S2 Flying
Spur, a lovely car yet not what my wife
and I really wanted.  She's a fan of
"fastback" styling too and approached
by someone at the first Windsor
concours the car moved on.
 Coming full circle, finances
recovering, we acquired the current S1
Continental, a later car with PAS, high-
compression engine etc. and a perfect
chassis, for me this is the ultimate 50s
Continental.
 I enjoy knowing that this car was
once Roger Daltry's,   He had its
original gunmetal finish over-painted
with lacquer containing green metal
flake; beautiful in bright sunshine but
less so in dull light. The colour was
unmatchable and the lacquer "pickling"
so a high quality repaint in shell over
tudor was undertaken by Ross
Packard and the interior re-trimmed in
Connolly hide.  That brings me up to
date!

Terry Unwin
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One of the most exotic Bentleys
ever was the Paulin Streamliner.

It was a one-off with an intriguing
history and one that influenced the
company many years afterwards.

Its story is full of drama and
intrigue, while its magic followed it
everywhere. Someone bought the
car at auction in 1969 for £4,000 while
another buyer in 1984 coughed-up a
remarkable £120,000.

Today I would not venture to
guess what this extraordinary car
might fetch on the open market.

Such is its allure that one
specialist company is now faithfully
producing copies for a great deal
more than £120K.

I caught up with the car just after
the ‘84 auction when it was bound for
the USA.  It had hardly been treated
with kid gloves throughout its life but
had just received some cosmetic
attention.  Did I want to miss out on
such a great opportunity? What do
you think?

The background to my story is
that throughout the Twenties and

S��e���i��r
Brian Palmer drives the
famous Paulin Bentley
Below: The Paulin Bentley after restoration
with a modern successor at the Crewe works
Pic: Thanks to Mike Sayer at Bentley Motors

           Contd overleaf
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Thirties there was an obsession
with speed - whether on land, air or
water, as various record attempts
testify.  Without the Supermarine
Schneider Trophy-winning seaplanes,
however, there would have been no
Spitfires and no Battle of Britain
victory. Of the car makers that offered
so-called Airline styling few had come
about due to scientific study.

As the Thirties progressed there
was increasing interest in streamlining
as a logical way of making cars
go faster; and there was a strong
commercial imperative for luxury
makers that sold cars to Europe where
expressways were making high-speed
Continental travel achievable and
desirable.

The UK had a paltry offering of
some 8 miles of dual carriageway
known as the Kingston By-pass.
So UK car makers regularly took their
cars abroad for high-speed testing.
Rolls-Royce’s man in Paris, Walter
Sleator pushed hard for the company
to make their products more
aerodynamically efficient. They set
aside a small amount annually to use
the Bristol Aeroplane Company’s

facility to study what they called
‘windage’ - which sounds more like a
digestive disorder.  Speed king Capt
George Eyston was involved and
studies in 1936 concluded
that aerodynamically-derived styling
was the equivalent of discarding 9cwt.
 Additionally,acceleration
benefitted by over seven per cent at
40mph and 32 per cent at 80 mph.
Rolls-Royce was still wary about
radical styling fearing that it would
alienate their carriage trade
Customers.  At Bentley there was at
least a history of competition and no
fixed idea about what a Bentley should
look like. So if the plans all went belly-
up the sacred Rolls-Royce name
would not suffer. Additionally, the firm
suggested that Sleator should interest
a wealthy customer to take the
financial risk in order to distance the
company further.

So in 1938 a 4½-litre chassis left
the Derby works bound for Paris. For
many years there was confusion about
which company completed this
streamlined marvel and it was
generally attributed to Van Vooren -
something Rolls-Royce did little to

Original
Paulin at
speed.
Pic: Bentley
Motors

Paulin contd from p 31
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correct. In fact it was built by Portout,
a smaller outfit, because Georges
Paulin, a local dentist, lived nearby..
Fortunately Georges Paulin was also
a very talented aerodynamicist who
had already developed for Peugeot
their famous streamlined model with a
retractable hardtop.  He was later a
significant member of the French
Resistance who was executed by the
Nazis and given a posthumous high
honour by De Gaulle after the war.

Further confusion surrounded the
identity of the car’s first owner for
many years with Nicky Embiricos, a
wealthy Greek playboy and
Brooklands habitué, being in the
frame.   However, it was Parisian
banker Andre Embiricos who paid the
bill and there is evidence in a letter
from him to the Derby works inform-
ing them of an accident in the car in
Paris with his chauffeur at the wheel.

Various tests were carried out in
France amid great secrecy at the
banked Autodrome de Montlhéry
where nearly 110mph was achieved.
Sleator himself took the car to
Germany to rehearse for a high-speed
run on the Autobahn between
Mannheim and Karlsruhe where he
saw 124 mph.

By 1939, as a result of this
evaluation, the car was made
available for the Press. The Autocar’s
John Dugdale, who had never
travelled at such speeds on the road,
gushed his approval and a
famous photograph he took from the
rear seat of the Bentley Streamliner,
showing the speedometer needle on
110 mph, caused a sensation.

Sleator had also booked the car
for Le Mans but this was withdrawn
and the car brought back to the
Conduit Street showroom in London
which resulted in several serious
enquiries for replicas.  Given the
political situation it was probably not
too surprising that Embiricos cabled
Derby to sell the car on for him. The
lucky buyer was HSF Hay who
planned to campaign the car in
serious competition - a plan only
thwarted by the onset of the second
World War.

Any idea that this debacle would
scupper all intentions of serious
competition was sunk when
Hay, partnered by Tommy Wisdom,
entered the car for the 1949 Le Mans
24-Hour Race.  Despite the 11-year
old saloon having 60,000 hard-driven
miles on its clock, and suffering a
puncture and the loss of the overdrive
top gear some two hours before the
end of the race, the two privateers
scored a creditable sixth.

Hay entered again the following
year when, despite a higher average
speed, they could only manage 14th
position. And in 1951 a further valiant
effort resulted in them finishing 22nd -
time and the competition had caught
up with them all.  Hay retained the
gallant car until 1969 and the
aforementioned auction.  The car was
then repainted from its original grey to
silver and by the time of the second
auction it had been resprayed in an
attractive mid-blue.

I have to say that this is one very
impressive looking motor car -
although The Autocar’s John Dugdale

Concluded overleaf
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was not a fan of its looks. I noted that
the spats over the rear-wheel arches
were missing.  The Bentley raced
variously with and without them. And I
saw that the lights to illuminate the
racing numbers on the doors at night
for Le Mans were still in place.

Slipping behind the wheel is not
easy, given a gear-lever placed on the
right.  Further acquaintance showed
how narrow the body really is hugging
the chassis rails - to the extent that
my right leg fouled the gear lever
while the pedals were not ideally
lined-up.  Maybe Hay and Wisdom
were of shorter stature?  I certainly
could not have endured 24 hours at
the Sarthe circuit in this awkward
driving position.

Oddly though, someone had
devised the front window knob to
hinge out of elbow contact.  The metal
dashboard was splattered with dials
rather like some pre-war fighter
bomber and I dare say that Hay
added a few more for his Le Mans
exploits. A clear 130 mph
speedometer reading anticlockwise
and a matching rev counter red-lined
at 45 to 5 on the dial dominate.

The vee-windscreen is narrow
and much farther away than I was
expecting - so the view out is
rather like looking through Dame
Edna Everidge’s horn-rimmed
spectacles.  A seemingly endless
bonnet stretches into the distance with
the prominent peaks of the aerofoil
wings clearly in view with
the large headlamps in their faired
nacelles lurking between.

On the road, this arrangement is
not particularly irksome but I would
have thought that driving through

pouring rain around the Sarthe
circuit’s inky blackness with such
limited fenestration would be terrifying
- though at least you would be dry.  If
anything the rear view is worse
through a divided triangular slot.
 Derby are rightly-famed for their
delightful gearboxes and this one was
no exception.  Its tremendously long-
legged gearing was world’s apart from
the usual factory versions. First gear
merely moves the car from rest.
Select second and this amazing car
will whisk you to 80 mph.  If you
venture into third gear around town it
has the flexibility to cope.  Out of town
the speed builds up easily and top
gear is really only required for restful
and effortless cruising.  Given that this
machine was only built as a high-
speed mobile test bed, engine noise
was impressively subdued while wind
noise - the curse of many a saloon car
well into the Sixties - was also well
contained.

I dare say that the car’s lucky new
American owner subsequently treated
the car to a major overhaul.  I would
certainly have loved to sample this car
again after detailed work to the
engine, suspension, brakes and
steering. Then the full spectrum of
performance of this magnificent motor
could be unleashed.

I was so glad to have shared my
time with a small fraction of this great
car’s history. I have, though, been
lucky enough to have driven many of
the great postwar Bentley R-Type
Continentals in my time, of which the
unique Paulin Streamliner is
such an obvious apprentice.

 Brian Palmer

Paulin concluded from p 33
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NEXT ISSUE:  We have high hopes for 2021 - it could
scarcely be as bad as 2020 - and when the next issue
appears, copy for which would be appreciated, please, by
Thursday, 13 May, great events will be in prospect.
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